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DIVINITY. 


~<>— 
THE SIN AND PUNISHMENT OF ACHAN: A SERMON :* 
BY THE REV. R. P. BUDDICOM, M.A. F.A.S. 


Josuva vii, 19—21. 

‘* And Joshua said unto Achan, My son, give, I pray thee, glory to the Lord Goi 
of Israel, and make confession unto him; and tell me now what thou hast done ; 
hide it not from me. And Achan answered Joshua, and said, Indeed I have sinned 
against the Lord God of Israel, and thus and thus have I done: When I saw among 
the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment, and two hundred shekels of silver, and a 
wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, then I coveted them, and took them; and, 
tehold, they are hid in the earth in the midst of my tent.” 

* Love worketh no ill to his neighbour ; therefore, love is the 
fulfilling of the law.” It is an essential part of charity to abstain 
from any line of conduct which may be detrimental to those 
around us. Unhappily this duty is too frequently viewed in a 
partial and inadequate light. 

Had Achan been asked, whether he desired to bring defeat 
and death into the camp, and armies of Israel, he would proba- 
bly have spurned at the question. Yet, while he gratified his 
sordid avarice with the Babylonish garment, and the shekels of 
silver, and the wedge of gold, he sharpened the sword of the men 
of Ai against his brethren, and charged his soul with the guilt of 
their slaughter in the battle. Even thus the consequences of 
individual sin fall, not only upon the offender, but, in some 
degree, upon the society to which he belongs. 

This frequent connexion between the guilt of a transgressor, 
and the sufferings of those who are innocent of his offence, may 
be ordered by the Most High, among other beneficent ends, to 
make us more vigilant over ourselves, and each other ; that we 
may neither wound the members of the spiritual body with 
which we are united, nor bring dishonour upon its glorified 
Head. Such a holy caution is evidently taught in the hjstory 
before us, which comprises, 

I. The sin of Achan. 

Ii. His punishment. 

I. The word of the Lord had doomed Jericho to absolute ruin. 
Its inhabitants were to be slain; its silver and gold, its vessels 
of brass and iron were to be consecrated to the Lord, and laid 
up in his treasury, as witnesses of the awful manner in which he 
had vindicated the glory of his name, and the terrors of his 
justice. Every man of Israel was warned to keep himself from 
the accursed thing, lest he should make himself accursed by the 


* Christian Exodus, vol. ii. 
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taking of it,and make the camp of Israel also a curse, and trouble 
it. In defiance, however, of this precept, so plainly, so solemnly 
enforced, did Achan, as he went through the city, to execute 
the decree of God, permit himself to be tempted by a splendid 
robe, embroidered in the looms of Babylon, by some shekels of 
silver, and a wedge of gold, to transgress the commandment of 
the Lord, and to commit a sacrilege against the Most High. 

The conduct of every offender against the divine law resem- 
bles that of Achan. He is surrounded by incitements to sin: 
but each transgression is marked with the impress of a divine 
prohibition, and branded as an accursed thing, too plainly to be 
mistaken; and infallibly communicates of that curse to those 
who wilfully touch it. When the temptation is the most strong 
or seductive, a hand writing like that upon the wali of Belshaz- 
zar’s palace appears, to deter the endangered soul, and testifies, 
«‘ Because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the 
children of disobedience ; be not ye, therefore, partakers with 
them.” But the god of this world blinds the eyes of those who 
believe not the declarations of the God of truth, and leads them 
thus to ruin. 

There are some circumstances in the eonfession of Achan; 
marking the progress of sin, from its first entrance into the heart, 
to its outward commission, which may serve as the history of 
almost every offence committed against the law of God, the soul 
of the transgressor, and the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Bear with 
me while I lay them before you; that, under the teaching and 
influence of the Holy Spirit, ye may at once discover the danger 
by which ye are beset, and the means of escape from it. 

1. An undue familiarity with things forbidden was the first 
cause of Achan’s downfall. «I saw among the spoils a goodly 
Babylonish garment, and two hundred shekels of silver, and a 
wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight.” That man must walk 
through life without eyes, or passions, without the exercise of 
reason, or the kindlings of affection, who, amidst the numberless 
evils of this perverted world, never looks upon, nor is solicited 
by an occasion of sin. Every one must rather pass, like the 
Israelites among the spoils of Jericho, through objects strongly 
exciting him to offend against the decree of God, and take pos- 
session of some gratification, which will bring the wrath and 
curse of the Lord upon him. Temptations to sin will look bright 
and captivating, as the garment, and the silver and gold glittered 
before the eye of Achan. And that same deceitfulness of sin, 
which opens the eye wide to gaze upon the exterior attraction 
of an accursed thing, by some mysterious mechanism, closes 
the ear to the rebukes of conscience, or to the denunciations of 
God. The eye is the great inlet to that mischief which works 
upon the heart. There is no safety, except in imitating Job, by 
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making a covenant with our eyes, that we should not admit evil 
desires through them, to pollute and defile us. The senses must 
be kept under due restraint ; and the prayer of David should 
often rise to our lips: ‘“ Turn away mine eyes from beholding 
yanity, and quicken me in thy way.” Let the Lord, O Chris- 
tian, be always before thee, if thou wouldest walk safely. Then 
‘let thine eyes look right onward, and let thine eyelids look 
straight before thee.” Turn neither to the right hand, nor to 
the left, lest ‘the lust of the eyes” ensnare thee. 

2. Inattention to this important caution, occasioned a mourn- 
ful progress in the guilt of Achan. Undue admiration was pro- 
ductive of sinful desire. ‘* When I saw among the spoils a goodly 
Babylonish garment, and two hundred shekels of silver, and a 
wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, then I coveted them.” The 
moral Jaw of God forbids the commission of all evil, whether 
against him, or our neighbour. The spiritual explanation of the 
Saviour has also shown, that the commandments may be broken, 
without the actual transgression ; that murder may be the en- 
mity of the spirit, and adultery the impurity of the heart. But 
even the literal precept discovers the mind of God in this respect : 
and while the first nine commandments forbid, with his voice, 
any unholy practice ; the tenth, which cries, “ Thou shalt not 
covet,” lays the axe to the root of all improper desire ; enjoining 
us, in * whatsoever state we are, therewith to be content,” with- 
out anxious wishes for any thing which our heavenly Father has 
seen good to deny. 

No part of the divine law, separate from its blessed office of 
being a schoolmaster, to bring us to Christ, discovers a greater 
manifestation of divine love, than the tenth commandment, 
whether it respects our own peace, the welfare of our neighbour, 
the common good, or the glory of God. If sinful desires be 
entertained, they must pollute and distress the mind, even though 
the course of providence, or the operations of restraining grace, 
should hinder the perpetration of the contemplated sin. The 
great majority of men, however, practise upon themselves a 
gross and fatal delusion, by thinking nothing evil which is con- 
fined within the recesses of the heart. If the sovereignty of 
God were confined by those limits which bound human authority, 
and could take cognizance of external disobedience only, such 
a view might be correct. But as “the Lord seeth not as man 
seeth ;” as he “ looketh upon the heart,” such an opinion merely 
leads those who entertain it, to sport themselves with their own 
deceivings. That professor of the gospel of Christ, who would 
adorn the doctrine of God his Saviour in all things, and avoid 
the peril of making shipwreck of faith, and of a good conscience, 
must pray ‘that all carnal affections may die in him, and that all 
things belonging to the Spirit may live and grow in him.” ‘“ Let 
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the words of my mouth, and the meditations of my heart, be 
always acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength, and my 
Redeemer!” It must not suffice him, that the stream of evil 
gushes not forth to the light: its fountain must be dried up in 
the heart. Thence proceed evil thoughts, the leaders of all that 
terrible army of mischief, sin, and sorrow, which our Lord Jesus 
Christ has so forcibly described. Here then must be the main 
conflict of a Christian. Little does that man know of spiritual 
warfare, of his own deceitful heart, of the divine requirement, or 
of his causes of danger, who does not feel that safety and hope 
depend, under the salvation of the cross, upon the courage and 
constancy with which the battle is fought against the bosom 
sins that do most easily beset him. It is no easy task to take 
the child of our cherished, though sinful desire, as Abraham took 
his son, and to offer it upon the altar of a divine command. 
That unholy affection will not lie patiently upon the wood, and 
beneath the knife ; nor resign itself to death, as a lamb that is 
brought to the slaughter, which is dumb. It will resist, remon- 
strate, plead. If it should see the tempted spirit in earnest for 
its extermination, it will only desire, as it were, a respite from 
present execution; and such a delay as Jephthah’s daughter 
required of her father: ‘Let me alone awhile, and then do to 
me according to that which hath proceeded out of thy mouth.” 
Beware, however, that ye listen not tothe seduction. If any unhal- 
lowed desire have arisen within you, go in prayer to God, through 
the mediation of Jesus, for the almighty help of his Spirit, to 
enable you to subdue it: and, in the sufficiency of that grace, 
rest not day nor night, until it be brought into subjection to the 
will of your God and Saviour. Carnal nature may plead for its 
indulgence, as Lot for Zoar, “Is it not a little one 2?” But that 
wisdom which the Holy Ghost teacheth, will show you, that as 
the least neglected spark may enkindle a conflagration, to lay 
waste a city, so may an unobserved lust burst at length into a 
flame, which may consume the present and eternal peace of the 
offender. All our desires, if we wish them not to iead us into 
sin, must be kept in entire obedience to the revealed will and 
law of God. If they usurp a dominion over us, they instantly 
become our remorseless tyrants. While Hagar was a servant, 
no act of undutifulness is charged upon her; but when she is 
given into Abraham’s bosom, she taunts the patriarch’s wife, 
disturbs his house, and gains an influence over him, so strong, 
that, until enjoined by the Most High himself, he cannot consent 
to part with her. One security alone remains : “ Keep thy heart 
with all diligence.” Imitate Nehemiah, therefore, when he and 
the captains of Judah were endeavouring to rebuild Jerusalem, 
while their enemies conspired to hinder them. ‘We made our 
prayer unto God, and set a watch against them day and night.’’ 
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A Christian should pass through the temptations around him, as 
Israel wished to pass through the highway of Edom, turning 
not aside, but hastening towards the promised land, with his eye 
and heart so fully occupied by the glory and joy set before him, 
as to have no desire for perishing vanities. Such a heavenly- 
mindedness is the best remedy for the love of sinful things. He 
only who has thus learned to “ walk by faith,” and to “count all 
things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus” his Saviour, will be able to escape the pollutions that are 
in the world through lust. He only who can hope, that by the 
grace of adoption, his body has become the temple of the Holy 
Ghost, a habitation of God through the Spirit, will be anxious 
to preserve himself from all defilement. Only such a man is 
happy in his life, and in his hope: ‘“ Blessed are the pure in 
heart, for they shall see God.” 

3. It rarely happens, that evil rests with the indulgence of 
desire. Satan is too malignant an enemy to leave the trans- 
gressor, until evil be consummated. ‘Lust when it hath con- 
ceived bringeth forth sin.” Such was the experience of Achan. 
Unholy desire led him into flagrant transgression. ‘I saw these 
things, I coveted them, and took them.” When the great enemy 
of man has led captive the soul in the bonds of any evil concu- 
piscence, his greatest work is done. Some promise of secrecy, 
some assurance of delight, some favourable opportunity, some 
removal of restraints, or some sudden and violent temptation, 
will be cast before the endangered bond servant ; and he will be 
contented, nay, think himself in the way of peace and happiness, 
to do the bidding of his dreadful master, and earn the wages of 
sin, eternal death. As Christ formed in a believer’s heart is the 
principle of life, and the hope of glory; so evil desires formed in 
the mind of an ungodly man, will, in all probability, be nurtured 
into actual wickedness, and become practical presumptuous sin. 
Behold their consequences in Achan’s trespass, and in the cir- 
cumstances which led to its commission; and be warned against 
them. Avoid the persons, the places, the amusements, the 
books, which would lead you into temptation. If seduction 
should assail you, endeavour to realize the presence of the Lord, 
the terrors, and the mercies of his love. So that when the 
tempter aims his fiercest and most fiery dart, you may each say, 
* How can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God ?” 


(To be concluded in our next.) 
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MEMOIR OF THE REV. JOHN SUMMERFIELD. 


Fhe Memoirs of deceased preachers which will appear in this and suc- 
reeding numbers of the Magazine, were furnished by the Conferenees to which 
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they respectively belonged.* We regret that the friends of those devoted ser= 
vants of God did not prepare more detailed accounts, interspersed, as we appre- 
hend they might have been, with interesting anecdotes, illustrative of their cha- 
racter, and of incidents which would have made them instructive lessons to the 
living. We have only ventured on a few verbal alterations, as we did not feel 
authorized to add to or diminish from documents thus officially furnished. And 
we take this opportunity of requesting, as but an abridged account of deceased 
preachers can be published in the Minutes, without swelling them unusually 
large, that biographies might be furnished by some surviving friends, for the 
purpose of being inserted in the Magazine, as this is a much more permanent 
record than the Minutes of the Conferences can be. 


JoHN SUMMERFIELD was born in Preston, England, January 
31, 1798. At his birth he was devoted to God and the work of 
the ministry, by his pious father. When a child he was very 
ihteresting, and while at school he displayed more than ordinary 
intellect. ~His thirst for information was ardent, and his taste 
for oratory was strikingly exemplified in his early studies and 
pursuits. He embraced every opportunity of hearing the best 
speakers, while but a boy ; and spent whole weeks in retirement 
and study. In 1813, his father removed to Ireland ; there, with 
his intense application, his deep convictions, and sore distress 
of mind, his health was much injured, and his constitution much 
impaired : and it was at this period, probably, that he contracted 
the disease which terminated his life. At 17 years of age, he 
was noticed by a pious mechanic in the city of Dublin, who held 
prayermeetings in the cellar in which he lived. It was here that 
the Lord was pleased to convert his soul. He now found his 
mind settled in religious peace, and his heart warmed with love 
to God and precious souls; and he soon became active in the 
cause of God. He first visited the soldiers in the barracks, and 
held prayermeetings among them, in which exercises he was 
much blessed. He then went to the Old Men’s hospital, but 
without success. In 1817 he devoted himself more fully to 
prayermeetings and Sunday schools. In 1818 he commenced 
exhorting occasionally ; and on August 12, 1818, he preached 
his first sermon, to a crowded audience at Douglas, near Cork, 
in Ireland. He was received on trial, in the Irish Conference, 
in 1819, and continued to labour in Ireland, except a few months 
in England, till he came to America, where he arrived on the 
17th of March, 1821 

Notwithstanding his great weakness of body when he landed, 
he soon commenced his labour of love. He preached—he visited 
Bible, missionary, and Sunday school societies. His zeal, his 
love, his eloquence, gave to them all an importance which they 
never before possessed in the public mind inthis country. He was 
received into the American itinerant connexion at the New- 


* The memoir of the Rey. Henry P. Cook will be found in the preceding number of the Magazine 
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York Conference, as remaining on trial, in 1821, and stationed 
in the city of New-York. In 1822 he was ordained a deacon. 
Soon after he broke a blood vessel, which incapacitated him for 
any public ministerial services, and subjected him to much pain 
and suffering. For the benefit of his health he made a voyage 
to Europe, visited France and England, and returned in the 
spring of 1824. After his return he was appointed a missionary 
within the bounds of the Baltimore Conference, where he 
laboured during that year; in which time he received elder’s 
orders. At the conference of 1825 he was stationed in the city 
of Baltimore. 

He was always willing, and always ready to labour, even be- 
yond his strength. He had a mind well stored with knowledge, 
and his agreeableness of manner, and dignity of character, ren- 
dered him at all times a pleasing companion. As a Christian he 
was sincere, pious, uniformly devoted to God and his sacred 
cause. He seemed to be always ready for every good work, 
and prayer apparently flowed spontaneously from his soul, for 
he made religion the business of his life. As a minister he was 
powerful, impressive, and eloquent :—he never flattered his 
hearers, but urged the grand doctrines of the gospel at all times, 
in the demonstration of the Spirit, and with great power. In 
his last sickness, though he suffered much, his mind seemed 
fixed on God ; his ideas appeared perfectly arranged, and ex- 
ceedingly sublime. The leading features of his remarks were, 
the glory of the church, and its prosperity. After refusing te 
hear any mention made of the success of his ministry in the con- 
version of so many souls, he said, ‘I have been a labourer for 
seven years ;” and exclaimed with great emphasis, “ bless God, 
I have at least served an apprenticeship.” When a brother in 
the ministry, for whom he had the greatest esteem, visited him, 
receiving his hand and retaining it for some time, with eyes fixed 
on each other, silence was broken by the brother’s saying, ‘I 
trust, John, all is peace :” he replied, “ 1 have a hope of which 
I trust I need not be ashamed.” The brother put up a most 
fervent petition, to which he responded in a very devout manner. 
After which he said, ‘ Bless the Lord, bless the Lord ; all 
Within me shouts his praise.” He said, “Great is my weak- 
ness of body.” The brother replied, « Well, my dear brother, 
you have been doing the will of the Lord; now you are suf- 
fering ; and in both you are serving the Lord.” He replied, 
“I bless God, the will of the Lord be done.” When the 
brother took leave of him, he said, “ Farewell; if I do not meet 
you again on earth, meet me in heaven.” Some days before 
his death, he requested that whenever it appeared that his disso- 
lution was approaching, no anodyne, or any thing else that 
would occasion stupor, should be administered to him; for he 
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wished to be perfectly collected, and to have an unclouded view. 
“Qh!” said he, “I fear not the consequences of death, but 
nature’s last struggle ; flesh shrinks when she contemplates that.” 
Being told there would be grace sufficient, he replied, “ Well, 
all ’s well, all ’s well.” Within the last three days, he appeared 
to be sensible that his dissolution was nigh. On the sabbath he 
spoke of the grave, and through the day was exceedingly rest- 
less ; but in the after part of the night appeared to sleep, till four 
in the morning, when a visible change took place. He lingered 
till a few minutes past 11 o’clock in the morning of the 13th of 
June, 1825, when his happy spirit took its departure, we have 
no doubt, to the house which is eternal in the heavens.—He died 
at Dr. Stephen Beekman’s in the city of New-York, whose kind 
attentions to him in this his last sickness, as well as at all other 
times, will be amply rewarded by Him who said, “ Whosoever 
giveth a cup of cold water in the name of a disciple, shall not 
lose his reward.” 





MEMOIR OF THE REV. DANIEL ASBURY. 


DanieL Assury was born in Fairfax county, Virginia, the 
18th of February, 1762. His parents were divided in their re- 
ligious sentiments, and of consequence neglected considerably 
the education of their children. When about twelve years old, 
his mind was deeply impressed on the subject of religion; and 
became so anxiously concerned, as to have reason, after more 
experience, to believe that he then tasted that the Lord was 
truly gracious: but having none to direct his steps, he soon 
returned to the way of sin and folly. 

On February 8, 1778, having gone to Kentucky, he was taken 
prisoner by the Shawnee Indians, among whom he suffered 
much. After passing through ten tribes of Indians, he fell into 
the hands of the British at Detroit; and being imprisoned and 
confined in irons, his sufferings were greatly increased. After 
encountering the many sore privations and difficulties arising 
from his situation, in which he continued during the revolution- 
ary war, on February 23, 1783, he again reached his father’s 
house in Virginia. By this time he became so hardened in sin, 
and so forgetful of all the Lord had done for him, as to have no 
relish for any thing like religion. ‘Though exceedingly opposed 
to the Methodists, who by this time had begun to preach in his 
father’s neighbourhood, it was by their ministry that the great 
deep of his heart was broken up, and he was brought to discover 
his ruined condition. Again he began to bewail his wretched 
case, and cry to God for mercy. He at length joined the Me- 
thodist society, and after many sore conflicts, was brought to the 
enjoyment of pardoning love. ‘Transported with this heavenly 
theme, and believing it was free for all, he commenced exhorting 
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athers to turn from the error of their ways, and fly to Christ for 
refuge. His labours were not in vain—and from this he was 
encouraged to extend his efforts. In 1786 he was admitted into 
the travelling ministry, and appointed to Amelia circuit : 1787, to 
Halifax. At the close of this year he was elected deacon, and 
appointed to Holstein circuit for 1788; 1789, Yadkin: after 
labouring here three months, he was removed to Lincoln and 
Rutherford counties, where he formed a new circuit. Here he 
married the lady, now his widow. In 1790 he was continued 
on the circuit now called Lincoln. After this, in the year 1791 
he located, and continued so until 1800, labouring, at the same 
time, in the ministry, as much as circumstances would permit. 
He was readmitted into the itinerant connexion, and stationed 
on the Union circuit, in 1800. In 1801 he was ordained an 
elder, and appointed to Yadkin circuit, where he continued two 
years, and his labours were much blessed. In 1803 he travelled 
Union circuit, and in 1804 Enoree ; 1805, he was chiefly at 
home. From 1806 to 1810 he was presiding elder in Savannah 
district ; from 1810 to 1814 in the Camden district ; from this 
until 1818 he was presiding elder of Catawba district; from 
1818 to 1822 on the Broad River district ; 1822 and 1823, Lin- 
coln circuit ; and 1824 he rode Sugar Creek circuit. His ad- 
vanced age and increasing infirmities rendered him incapable of 
effective service any longer, and a superannuated relation was 
given him. Many circumstances began to show that his end 
was near: but though unable to preach, Christ and his salvation 
were all his theme. 

On Sunday morning, April 15, 1825, he arose somewhat im- 
proved in health, and seemed quite cheerful. He conversed on 
various subjects, and wrote down a text, as a subject for the 
funeral discourse for a niece of his. He walked into the yard, 
and returned with a smile on his countenance ; and looking up 
towards heaven he uttered a few words and continued to smile. 
His daughter in law observing him, exclaimed, “ He is dying !” 
He was borne to the bed, but he breathed no more; his spirit 
had gone to rest with God. 

Brother Asbury had frequently expressed his belief that he 
should die on the sabbath. It may be worthy of notice, that on 
the sabbath he was born, on the sabbath he was taken prisoner, 
and on the sabbath released ; on this holy day he obtained the 
pearl of great price, and on this same day went to rest.—As a 
preacher he was sound and useful ; as a Christian much devoted 
to God; and as a husband and father kind and affectionate. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
~< 
For the Methodist Magazine. 


RECOLLECTIONS SOME THIRTY YEARS SINCE. 


A JUDGE AS HE SHOULD BE. 


Reflections.—Every reflecting 
man will readily admit, that the 
gospel minister is the most digni- 
fied and useful person in this pre- 
paratory state. Delegated and 
commissioned as the envoy of Je- 
hovah to bear a message of peace 
and good will to men; to stand 
between the living God and sinners 
dead in trespasses and sins; to 
teach the doctrines of the cross to 
the ignorant ; to enforce practical 
righteousness ; to strengthen and 
encourage the followers of the Re- 
deemer ; and to prepare them to 
stand at the right hand of Christ 
at the day of judgment, how im- 
portant his duties, how awful his 
responsibility ! To do the work of 
an evangelist and make full proof 
of his ministry, great and extensive 
must be his labours. ‘To preach 
the gospel on every sabbath day, 
constitutes but a small part of his 
ministry. The great business of 
the Christian preacher consists in 
visiting and praying for the sick ; 
soothing the unhappy; carrying 
relief to poverty and distress ; 
showing compassion to the wound- 
ed ; pouring balm into the sin-sick, 
bruised, and contrite heart; and 
carrying the consolations of the 
gospel to the imprisoned. To the 
corrected view ofthe gospel minis- 
ter there is intrinsically no differ- 
ence or distinction between the 
rich and the poor. Riches, costly 
raiment, and splendid habitations, 
entitle the possessor to no respect, 
unless used to the glory of God, 
and the happiness of man. The 
poverty and rags of the beggar en- 
_title him to no commiseration un- 
Jess he is meek and lowly in heart. 


NO. Vv. 


External circumstances avail no- 
thing at the hour of death and at 
the day of judgment. 

The Christian character of the 
late excellent and evangelical Wil- 
liam Weir, pastor of the Presbyte- 
rian church in this city, affords a 
happy illustration of the principles 
advanced in the foregoing para- 
graph ; a character worthy the 
imitation of his surviving brethren 
in the ministry. Toa meek and 
humble deportment he added pers 
severing application, and studied 
to show himself approved as a 
workman in the church of Christ 
that needed not to be ashamed. 
He lived, as well as preached, the 
gospel, and suffered no trifling or 
common cause to hinder him from 
proclaiming glad tidings of salva- 
tion to a perishing world. Every 
sermon of this truly excellent mi- 
nister exhibited, in plain and for- 
cible language, without rhetorical 
flourish or heated declamation, the 
damning and desolating power of 
sin, and the excellency of the 
righteousness which is by faith in 
Christ Jesus. He did not wait to 
be sent for to visit the afflicted ; 
he sought them out, and dispensed 
the holy word as their cases re- 
quired. He was not ashamed or 
afraid to enter the smoky hovel of 
the indigent, or the loathsome dun- 
geon ofthe felon. Where suffering 
humanity was to be found, there 
this good man spoke the words of 
consolation. Like the Master of 
Israel he went about doing good. 
May God incline the hearts of his 
surviving brethren to follow him 
as he followed Christ. 

By neglecting or refusing the 
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gospel, men deprive themselves of At ten they were brought out of 


the greatest blessing that heart can 
desire. Life, riches, friends, com- 
forts, enjoyments, are subordinate 
and inferior, although of great 
value: but the certainty of death 
at some unexpected moment, the 
probability of want, enemies, dis- 
appointments, distress of mind, and 
sickness with all its train of evils, 
diminish the blessings aforesaid, 
and in innumerable instances re- 
duce them to nihility. By ‘ seek- 
ing first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness,” the gospel pro- 
mises the addition of every need- 
ful temporal blessing. And when 
the toils of life shall end; when 
our allotted duties shall be per- 
formed; our bodies shall sleep in 
the silent grave for a short space 
of time, when in the morning of 
the resurrection we shall awake, 
and receive from the hands of 
the Judge Eternal an inheritance 
among the saints, a fulness of glory 
in the presence of the Triune Je- 
hovah, ineffable and unfading.— 
How great then the folly, and how 
ageravated the sin of such as 
choose a few moments of apparent 
pleasure, neglect salvation, and 
destroy themselves for ever ! 

Narrative continued. A widely 
extended report had gone forth 
that God had granted repentance 
and remission of sins to four mur- 
derers imprisoned and under sen- 
tence of death! This was indeed 
good news! Such an occurrence 
had never been known or heard of 
in Newbern or the regions round 
about. All were concerned; all 
wondered at this unheard of oc- 
currence, strange, and hardly to 
be believed. 

On the morning of the execution 
the people ran together in multi- 
tudes to see this strange spectacle. 
‘The prisoners were to die between 
the hours of ten and two o’cloek. 
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their dungeon, and in a large apart- 
ment of the prison, prayer and 
praise were offered up in their be- 
half. During these exercises the 
prisoners were composed and se- 
rene, and seemed to enjoy a fore- 
taste of the rest that remains to 
the people of God. After prayers 
they were anxious to go forward, 
and thousands followed them to 
the fatal tree. 

When arrived at the gallows and 
placed upon the drop, after solemn 
prayer and praise, the Englishman 
first, and then the American, ad- 
dressed the surrounding thousands, 
and gave a brief sketch of their 
sinful lives. Their narratives were 
pretty much alike, and exhibited 
nothing new in the progress to de- 
struction. Both had religious pa- 
rents, by whom they were taught 
to fear God and to pray; both were 
drawn aside and enticed by wicked 
boys to profane the sabbath and 
disobey their parents :—profane 
swearing, cockfighting, gaming, 
drinking, stealing, and strumpet- 
ing, formed the black catalogue of 
their crimes. Both ran away from 
their parents and went to sea, the 
one in an English ship of war, and 
the other in an American mer- 
chantman. Their sinful practices 
rapidly increased, until murder 
closed the scene. ‘They acknow- 
ledged the justice of the law in 
condemning them to death’; they 
awaited the dread moment witli 
resignation. 

The prisoners extolled the good- 
ness of God in granting to such 
murderers repentance and remis- 
sion of sins. They spoke of the 
effects produced by judge Patter- 
son’s exhortation ; how it sank 
deep into their hearts, and open- 
ing their eyes to a sense of their 
dreadful state, they began to pray 
as from the belly of hell. ‘They 
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spoke of the labours of love, the 
exhortations and prayers of their 
Christian friends, resulting in their 
conversion to God, and consequent 
happiness. They glorified God for 
his love in Christ Jesus manifested 
to the chief of sinners, and testified 
of a hope full of immortality and 
eternal life beyond the grave. 

The two Frenchmen had little 
to say, as they spoke English im- 
perfectly, but gave indisputable 
evidence of the work of grace in 
their hearts, and appeared inex- 
pressibly happy. 

These solemn scenes continued 
until one o’clock. The prisoners 
had yet another hour to live.— 


After closing their address to the 
surrounding thousands, naming in 
particular the terrific consequences 
of sabbath breaking and dtsobedt- 
ence to parents, they shook hands, 
kissed each other, and bid adieu 
for a few moments, to meet again 
beyond the grave! They told the 
marshal that they were done with 
this life, and bid him do his duty. 
The rope was cut—the drop fell— 
they died withouta struggle—their 
ransomed souls ascended to para- 
dise. 

The immense assembly felt the 
awful presence of God. “s 

de T. 


Natchez, 3d September, 1824. 
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IN AFRICA. 


(Continued from page 346.) 


‘Tue government of Bornou has 
ever been, until the last 15 years, 
an elective absolute monarchy, the 
brother sometimes succeeding to 
the exclusion of the son. Achmet 
Ali, who, descended from a royal 
line of ancestors, was sultan in the 
year 1808, contended for several 
y2ars with a powerful people from 
the westward, called the Felatahs. 
These people had gradually been 
increasing in power for more than 
half a century, and had establish- 
ed themselves firmly in Soudan ; 
where Bello their chief, assuming 
the government, dictated laws to 
a numerous and powerful black 
population. 

Soon after the conquest of Bor- 
nou by the Felatahs, E] Kanemy 
formed a plan for delivering that 
country from the bondage into 
which it had fallen; and, stirring 
up the Kanemboo to assist him by 
a well-planned tale of having been 
called by a vision to this underta- 
king, he made his first campaign 
with scarcely four hundred follow- 
ers, and defeated an army of the 


Felatahs nearly eight thousand 
strong. He followed up his victory 
with great promptitude and reso- 
lution, and in less than ten months 
had been the conqueror in forty 
different battles. 

He refused the offer of being 
made sultan ; and placing Moham- 
med, the brother of sultan Achmet, 
on the throne, he, first doing ho- 
mage himself, insisted on the whole 
army following his example. The 
sheikh built for sultan Mohammed 
his present residence, New Birnie, 
establishing himself at Angornou, 
three miles distant, and retaining 
the dictatorship of the kingdom, 
pro tempore. Such a commence- 
ment was extremely politic, on the 
part of the sheikh ; but his aspi- 
ring mind was not calculated to 
rest satisfied with such an arrange- 
ment. 

The whole population now flock- 
ed to his standard, and seemed 
willing to invest him with superior 
power and a force to support it. 
One of the first offers they made 
was, to furnish him with twenty 
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horses per day, until a more regu- 
lar force was organized, which 
continued for four years. He now 
raised the green flag, the standard 
of Mohammed, refused all titles 
but that of “the Servant of God ;” 
and after clearing the country of 
the Felatahs, he proceeded to pu- 
nish all those nations who had giv- 
en them assistance ; and with the 
slaves, the produce of these wars, 
he rewarded his faithful Kanem- 
boo, and other followers, for their 
fidelity and attachment. 

Even in the breasts of some of 
the Bornouese, successful war had 
raised a passion for conquest; their 
victories, no less a matter of sur- 
prise than delight, crest-fallen and 
dispirited as they were, gave a sti- 
mulus to their exertions, and they 
became accustomed to warfare 
and regardless of danger. 

For the last eight years the 
sheikh has carried on a very des- 
perate and bloody war with the 
sultan of Begharmi, who governs a 
powerful and warlike people, inha- 
biting a very large tract of country 
south of Bornou, and on the east- 
ern bank of the Shary. Although 
meeting with some reverses, and 
on one occasion losing his eldest 
‘son in these wars, who was greatly 
beloved by the people, he has, 
upon the whole, been successful ; 
and is said to have, from first to 
last, destroyed and led into slavery 
more than thirty thousand of the 
sultan of Begharmi’s subjects, be- 
sides burning his towns and driving 
off his flocks. 

The late sultan of Bornou, who 
always accompanied the sheikh to 
the field, also lost his life in these 
wars: his death was attributable to 
his immense size and weight. The 
horse he rode refused to move on 
with him through fatigue, although 
at the time not more than five hun- 
dred yards feom the gates of An- 
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gala, and he fell into the hands of 
the enemy. He died, however, 
with great dignity ; and six of his 
eunuchs, and as many of his slaves, 
who would not leave him, shared 
his fate. A sultan of Bornou car- 
ries no arms; and it is beneath his 
dignity to defend himself: sitting 
down, therefore, under a tree, with 
his people around him, he received 
his enemies, and hiding his face in 
the shaw] which covered his head, 
was pierced with a hundred spears. 

Ibrahim, his brother, succeeded 
him, who is now not more than 
twenty years old. The sultanship 
of Bornou is but a name. The 
court still keeps up considerable 
state, and adheres strictly to its 
ancient customs; and this is the 
only privilege left them. When the 
sultan gives audience to strangers, 
he sits in a kind of cage, made of 
the bambo, through the bars of 
which he looks at his visiters, who 
are not allowed to approach within 
seventy or eighty yards of his 
person. 

Their dresses are extremely 
rich, and consist of striped silks 
and linens of various colours, from 
Cairo and Soudan. When they 
take the field their appearance is 
truly grotesque : the sultan is pre- 
ceded by six men, bearing frum- 
frums (trumpets) of cane, ten feet 
long; an mstrument peculiar to 
royalty, but which produces a mu- 
sic neither agreeable nor inspiring. 
Their own heads, and those of their 
horses, are hung around with 
charms, sewed up in leather cases, 
red, green, and white, and alto- 
gether, with their wadded doublets, 
and large heads, they would be 
more apropos in a pantomime than 
in a field of battle. 

At this time there is but one 
power in central Africa to be at all 
compared to the sheikh of Bornou 
in importance,—that of Bello, the 
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Felatah chieftain; and from the 
sensation created throughout the 
kingdom of Kano and Kashna, on 
his late defeat of the Begharmi 
force, I imagine he would find but 
little difficulty in extending his 
empire in that direction. He has 
turned al! his victories to the ad- 
vantage of those for whom he con- 
quered, by attending to their im- 
provement in moral and religious 
duties. His subjects are the most 
strict Mussulmans in all the black 
country; and their respect for us, 
the English travellers, gradually 
increased on ascertaining that we 
really had a religion of our own, 
and obeyed its ordinances by pray- 
ing, if not by fasting, which they 
at first doubted. Our determina- 


tion to travel fearlessly and boldly 
in our own characters as English- 
men and Christians, mistrusting no 
one, so far from proving an impe- 
diment to our progress, as we were 
assured from all quarters it would 


do, excited a degree of confidence 
to which we may, in a great mea- 
sure, attribute the success which 
has attended our steps. Wherever 
KE] Kanemy has power, Europeans, 
and especially Englishmen, will be 
hospitably and kindly received. 

Bornou was always infested by 
xobbers, who waylaid and plunder- 
ed travellers within sight of the 
walls of the capital: such an event 
now never occurs, and the roads 
through the sheikh’s government 
are probably as safe as any even in 
happy England itself. 

Arab, or Moorish merchants, 
the only ones who have hitherto 
ventured among them, are encou- 
raged, and treated with great libe- 
vality. The principal return which 
the Moorish merchants obtain for 
their goods, consists in slaves ; but 
Bornou is scarcely any thing more 
than a mart or rendezvous of Ka- 
filas from Soudan. These unhappy 
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victims are handed over to the Tri- 
poli and Fezzan traders, who are 
waiting with their northern pro- 
duce to tempt the cupidity of the 
slave merchants of Soudan. I think 
I may say, that neither the sheikh 
himself nor the Bornou people 
carry on this traffic without feelings 
of disgust, which even habit can- 
not conquer. Of the existence of 
a foreign slave trade, or one which 
consigns these unfortunates to 
Christian masters, they are not ge- 
nerally aware at Bornou; and so 
contrary to the tenets of his reli- 
gion, (of which he is a strict ob- 
server,) would be such a system of 
barter, that one may easily con- 
clude, the sheikh of Bornou would 
be willing to assist, with all the 
power he possesses, in any plan 
which should have for its object 
the putting a final stop to a com- 
merce of this nature. 

Already the desire of exchanging 
whatever their country produces, 
for the manufactures of the more 
enlightened nations of the north, 
exists in no small degree among 
them: a taste for luxury, and a de- 
sire of imitating such strangers as 
visit them, are very observable ; 
and the man of rank is ever dis- 
tinguished by some part of his 
dress being of foreign materials, 
though sometimes of the most tri- 
fling kind. It is true that these 
propensities are not fully develo- 
ped ; but they exist, and give une- 
quivocal proof of a tendency to 
civilization, and the desire of 
cultivating an intercourse with 
foreigners. 

Every approach which the Afri- 
can has made towards civilization, 
even to the knowledge of, and be- 
lief in, the existence of a Supreme 
Being, is attributable to the intre- 
pid Arab spirit, which, despising 
the dread of the apparently inter- 
minable deserts that separate the 





black from the white population, 
has alone penetrated to any extent 
into the country of these before 
unenlightened savages ; carrying 
with him his religion and his man- 
ners, and converting thousands to 
the Mohammedan faith. 

The eagerness with which all 
classes of people listened to our 
proposals for establishing a fre- 
quent communication by means of 
Kuropean merchants, and the pro- 
tection promised by the sheikh to 
such as should arrive within the 
sphere of his influence, particularly 
if they were English, excites an 
anxious hope, that some measures 
will be adopted for directing the 
labours of a population of millions 
to something more congenial to 
humanity, and the philanthropy of 
the age we live in, than the prac- 
tice of a system of predatory war- 
fare, which has chiefly for its ob- 
ject the procuring of slaves, as the 
readiest and most valuable property 
to trade with, on every appearance 
of the merchants from the north 
at their markets. 

Every probability is against such 
a barter being preferred by the Af- 
rican black. Letthe words of the 
sheikh himself, addressed to us in 
the hearing of his people, speak the 
sentiments that have already found 
a place in his bosom :—‘ You say 
true ; we are all sons of one father! 
You say also, that the sons of Adam 
should not sell one another, and 
you know every thing! God has 
given you all great talents; but 
what are we to do? The Arabs 
who come here will have nothing 
else but slaves: why do not you 
send us your merchants? You know 
us now: and let them bring their 
women with them, and live among 
us, and teach us what you talk to 
me about so often—to build houses 
and boats, and make rockets.” The 
reader will conceive with what 
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exulting hearts we heard these 
words from the lips of a ruler in 
the centre of Africa. 

The return which European 
traders might, in the first instance, 
obtain, would not, probably, be 
sufficient to employ large capitals ; 
but that would annually improve ; 
and the great profits would, in some 
measure, compensate for the defi- 
ciency. The propensity in the na- 
tives to war upon and plunder their 
neighbours, from the profit arising 
from such a system, would gradu- 
ally subside, when other more pro- 
fitable ooccupations were encour- 
aged among them. The Kanem- 
boos, who inhabit the northern and 
eastern borders of the lake Tchad, 
are a bold and hardy people, ex- 
tremely expert with the spear, 
swift of foot, and practised hunters. 

The tusk of the elephant, the 
horns of the buffalo, both which 
may be obtained ata very low price, 
and in exchange for English goods, 
are eagerly bought even at Tripoli, 
and at all the European ports in 
the Mediterranean, at high prices: 
the cultivation of indigo, also, of a 
very superior kind, might be car- 
ried to any extent, as it now grows 
wild, as well as senna, in many 
parts of the country. The zibet, 
or musk, from the civet cat, is also 
to be procured, about two hundred 
per cent. lower than it will sell for 
in Tripoli. 

Probably the strong desire of the 
sheikh to improve the state of his 
country, and the habits of his peo- 
ple, cannot be better exemplified 
than in his having given me the 
designs for three coins, which he 
entreated might be laid before the 
king of England, with his request 
to have a stamp and apparatus for 
striking money, so that he might 
introduce a more convenient me- 
dium of exchange than the one at 
present in use among them ; onb 
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of these pieces of money he in- 
tended to be of gold, a second of 
silver, and the third of iron. This 
chief, also, as well as all the prin- 
cipal people, entreated that some 
one of our party should remain in 
their country, “to receive,” as 
they said, ‘the English merchants 
that were coming.” And it was 
under the idea of securing to our- 
selves the great advantages we 
had gained, by so firm a footing in 
the very centre of Africa, as the 
sheikh’s friendship enabled us to 
boast of, that 1 recommended Mr. 
‘Tyrwhitt’s remaining at Kouka, 
with all the privileges granted to 
Barbary consuls, until the pleasure 
of his majesty’s government should 
be known. 

I consider a friendly intercourse 
with this potentate beyond the 
Great Desert, by whose means the 
unknown parts of Africa may at no 
distant period be visited, of the 
greatest importance, in every point 
of view. By encouraging a com- 
mercial intercourse, all the objects 
of African discovery must be ad- 
vanced. Not alone will science 
and research be benefited, but the 
real philanthropist must see, that 
an opening is now made, by means 
of which, with judicious arrange- 
ments, thousands of his fellow- 
beings may be saved from slavery. 

Until introduced by the Moors, 
the trading in slaves was little 
known among them ; the prisoners 
taken in battle served them, and 
were given as portions for their 
children, on their marriage, for the 
same duties ; but they were seldom 
sold. Even now the greater part 
of the household of a man of rank 
are free, with the exception of the 
women, who often die in the ser- 
vice of the master of their youth. 
They are treated always like the 
children of the house, and corporal 
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punishment is a rare occurrence. 
among them. I have more than 
once known a Bornouese, on his 
morning visit to my hut, say, with 
tears, that he had sent a slave to 
be sold, who had been three years 
a part of his family ; then he would 
add, ‘“‘ But the devil has got into 
her; and how could I keep her 
after that ?” 

It is to the pernicious principles 
of the Moorish traders, whose 
avaricious brutality is beyond all 
belief, that the traffic for slaves in 
the interior of Africa not only owes 
its origin, but its continuance.— 
They refuse all other modes of 
payment forthe articles which they 
bring with them; they well know 
the eagerness with which these ar- 
ticles are sought after ; and by of- 
fering what appears to the natives 
an amazing price, tempt them to 
sell their brethren to the most in- 
human of all human beings; while 
they gain in Fezzan, Bengazi, and 
Egypt, sometimes a profit of five 
hundred per cent. I am not, how- 
ever, without hopes that a more 
extended intercourse with Barbary 
might detach even the proverbially 
unfeeling Moor trom dealing in 
human flesh ; and it was with feel- 
ings of the highest satisfaction that 
I listened to some of the most re- 
spectable of the merchants, when 
they declared, that were any other 
system of trading adopted, they 
would gladly embrace it, in prefer- 
ence to dealing in slaves. Know- 
ing, too, how often we interfered 
to meliorate the condition of these 
unfortunate people, when they 
were oppressed or ill treated, they 
continually pointed out to us, as if 
to excite our approbation, how well 
dressed, and well fed, their own 
slaves were, in comparison with 
those of others, as we traversed 
the desert, ou our return to Tripoli. 
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‘Translation of a letter from the 
Sheikh Mohammed El Kanemy, 
Chieftain of Bornou, in the Inte- 
rior of Africa, to his Most Ezx- 


cellent Majesty King George the 
Fourth. Brought by Major 
Denham. 


“‘ Praise be to God, and blessings 
and peace be unto the apostle of 
God: (Mohammed.) From the 
Servant of the High God, Moham- 
med El Ameen ben Mohammed El 
Kanemy, 

“‘ To the pre-eminent above his 
equals, and the respected among 
his inferiors, the great King of the 
English, salutation be to him from 
us: 

‘‘ Whereas your messengers, the 
travellers through the earth, for 
the purpose, as they state, of seeing 
and knowing its marvellous things, 
have come to us, we welcomed 
them, and paid attention to their 
arrival, in consequence of what we 
heard of your intercourse with the 
Muslemeen, and the establishment 
of your friendly relations between 
you and their kings, since the time 
of your and their fathers and 
grandfathers : (ancestors. ) 

‘‘We have thus regarded that 
friendship, and behaved to them 
according to its merits, as much as 
God the Omnipotent enabled us. 
They communicated your compli- 
ments to us, and that which you 
statedin your letter, that you would 
not object, if we should be in want 
of any thing from your country, 
was made known to us; and we 
felt thankful to you for this (offer) 
on your part. 

‘‘ They arénow returning to you, 
after having accomplished their 
wishes ; but one of them, whose 
period of life was ended, died.— 
This was the physician; (Dr. Oud- 


Vou. 1x. October, 1826. 
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ney; ) and an excellent and wise 
man he was. 

«The Rayes Khaleel (the tra- 
velling name of Major Denham) 
desired of us permission, that mer- 
chants seeking for elephant teeth, 
ostrich feathers, and other such 
things, that are not to be found in 
the country of the English, wight 
come amongus. We told him that 
our country, as he himself has 
known and seen its state, does not 
suit any heavy (rich) traveller, 
who may possess great wealth,— 
But if a few light persons, (smal! 
capitalists,) as four or five only, 
with little merchandise, would 
come, there would be no harm. 
This is the utmost that we can 
give him permission for ; and more 
than this number must not come. 
If you wish to send any one from 
your part to this country again, it 
would be best to send Rayes Kha» 
leel; for he knows the people and 
the country, and became as one of 
the inhabitants. 

“ The few things that we are in 
want of are noted down in a sepa- 
rate paper, which we forward to 

ou. 
$ ‘¢ Write to the consul at Tripoli, 
and to that at Cairo, desiring them, 
if any of our servants or people 
should go to them for any affair, 
either on land or at sea, to assist 
them, and do for them according 
to their desire. And peace be with 
ou. 
ie Dated on the evening of Satur- 
day, the middle of the month Fled- 
ja, 1239 of Hejra : (corresponding 


to August, 1824.) 


‘Sealed. The will of God be 
done, and in God hath his faith, 
his slave Mohammed El] Ameén 
ben Mohammed FE] Kanemy.” 

(To be contintied.) 
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Annual Meeting of the W. AL. Missionary Society. 


RELIGIOUS AND MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE: 
> 


ANNUAL MEETING OF 


THE WESLEYAN METHODIST MISSIONARY 


SOCIETY. 
(Concluded from page 358.) 


Tne Rey. Thomas Mortimer, Lecturer 
of Shoreditch Church, moved the second 
resolution,—‘‘ That the general prosperily 
of the missions, conducted by this and other 
missionary societies, while it calls for the 
most grateful acknowledgments to Him from 
whose gracious influence all success in such 
a cause must proceed, is also an animating 
mplive to exertions still more extensive to 
convey the knowledge of the salvation of 
Christ, to countless millions of our fellow 
men, siill involved in the deepest errors and 
the most debasing superstitions.”—He ob- 
sérved, that he adopted it as a principle 
that the Christian church was one, one in 
Europe, in Asia, in Africa, and in Ame- 
rica ; that it formed one family, had one 
Saviour, one hope, and one heaven, and 
had one grand work to do here on earth. 
He therefore felt pleasure in bearing his 
humble testimony to the excellence of the 
great missionary cause, and as a member 
and a minister of the Church of England, 
he rejoiced in the success of that society, 
and wished it good luck in the name of 
the Lord. With all that attachment he 
felt from principle to his own church, he 
must say, that those holy men, the Wes- 
leys and Mr. Whitefield, were the means 
of rekindling a spirit of religion in these 
réalms, which still shines and still burns 
both in the church and out of it. Ina 
letter written 100 years ago last March, 
by the mother of Mr. Wesley to her son, 
she says, she feels obliged to rejoice in 
his success, but at the same time exhorts 
him to give all the glory to God. He took 
that sentiment as his motto. He came 
there that day as a church minister, to re- 
joice in the success of that society. He 
saw that success, and he should think that 
he did not deserve the name of a messen- 
ger of Jesus Christ of any church under 
heaven, if he did not from his heart rejoice 
im the labours of any other church in such 
a cause; but while he rejoiced in their 
successes, he would exhort them to give 
all the glory to God. The only moment 
of danger for any church on earth, is when 
she begins to take the glory to herself ;— 
but if such resolutions as that he had to 
propose were always adopted, resolutions 
which gave ali the glory to Him to whom 
it was due; if such a spirit spread through 
every society, the whole of our churches 
and missionary institutions, then the 
blessing of God would never fail. 


The Rev. Eustace Carey, Baptist mis- 
sionary from India, in seconding this re- 
solution, said, 

‘* A variety of very interesting topics 
have been suggested to our consideration 
already, but to very few of them it will be 
in my power at this moment to advert, 
except to those which relate specifically to 
that scene of action to which I and our 
excellent Christian friends in Bengal are 
called. Much has been said of the bene- 
ficial collateral influence of missions upon 
the world, and every missionary returning 
from the scene of action for a few months, 
and visiting his native country, will bear 
testimony, that while the salvation of sin- 
ners, and their translation to eternal glo- 
ry, is the ultimate motive by which mis- 
sionaries are actuated to this undertaking, 
yet in all places where missionary exer- 
tions are called forth and persevered in 
with any degree of energy, we find that 
every civil, and moral, and intellectual 
blessing discovers itself. The face of 
society in India, as is well known to every’ 
one conversant with that part of the 
heathen world, thirty years ago was very 
dismal: the European population also af 
that period was far sunk, or deeply sink- 
ing, into ignorance and opposition to thé 
claims of the gospel: so much so, that 
Mr. Thomas, the colleague of my uncie 
Carey, when he first went to India, put 
into the public newspaper an advertise 
ment, ‘‘ Wanted a sincere Christian ;” 
but now, if he were in India,—though 
perhaps the history of India has reached 
him in heaven,—but if he were there now; 
he need not advertise for Christians. Ne, 
we bless God, they are found here and 
there, not a few in every rank of society, 
from the highest down to the lowest rank. 
These are the effects, benign and gracious, 
saving and most promising effects, which 
follow the promulgation of the gospel 
there. It was observed by one of the 
speakers, that some years ago the East 
India Company was partially inclined to 
discourage missionary efforts; but I beg 
to state, with gratitude to that honourable 
body, that whatever was the case in past 
years, it is not so at present ; for we 
meet with great encouragement from the 
honourable company’s military and civil 
servants. In every part of India, mis- 
sionaries, coming from what society they 
may, are hailed as messengers of mercy 
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and truth. 
education in India, it has been observed, 
that all the female population of India, 
from time immemorial, has been held in 
a state of the greatest depression, and the 
deepest and most profound ignorance ; 
but that dense, that awful darkness is now 
giving way: it has been penetrated and 
pierced by heavenly light, which shall in- 
crease in its force till it shall penetrate 
the centre of heathen society ; and here 
and there not a few are casting off the 
shackles of idolatry, and smiling at their 
former ignorance and conceits ; and not 
only encourage their children to receive 
instruction, but put their hands in their 
pockets and help our labours. In speaking 
of the countenance which missionaries re- 
ceive in the prosecution of their labours, I 
may but advert to one instance, which is 
yather singular. There is a Hindoo gen- 
tleman in Calcutta, a Brahmin, and a de- 
scendant of some of the noble families who 
formerly swayed the sceptre, previous to 
the Mohammedan invasion He is, it is 
true, an idolater; but he became so sen- 
sible of the value of education, that he has 
educated his own girls, and taught them 
fo read and write the English language ; 
and as soon as he knew that books were 
published at the mission printing houses, 
and he saw afair opportunity to establish 
female schools, he devoted his attention to 
this object, and at every quarterly exami- 
nation, from 500 to 700 children assemble 
on the premises of this native gentleman 
himself. The work of female education was, 
about ten years ago, very discouraging. 
When the first school was established, we 
sought far and wide for a person to teach 
it; and but one native female, after great 
inquiry, could be found to undertake the 
education of a few native girls, so great 
was the dearth of education. But now 
wwe have not only native children, but na- 
tive female teachers, who take them under 
their care. Within ten miles of Calcutta, 
there are not less, I suppose, than from 
thirty to forty native female schools, be- 
longing to the several denominations.— 
There is something infectious, so to speak, 
in doing good,—in the spirit of religion. 
Thus it is that we see the blessed work 
proceed, and spread, and widen, and 
deepen as it advances, and it adds new 
life, and strength, and vigour, to those 
who are promoting its cause. We cannot 
prescribe its limits: we shall find ina few 
years that it will have no bounds but those 
of the habitable world itself. Nothing 
Jess will be sufficient to circumscribe the 
energies of the cross. While we rejoice 
‘in schools for the heathen, as subordinate 
and collateral labours, yet the preaching 
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of the cross of Christ is our grand instru- 
ment; the making known the message of 
mercy from heaven to earth, the spread- 
ing the savour of the name of Christ in 
every place. This alone can elevate our 
hopes, and give the blessed prospect of the 
emancipation of the world; the gospel 
must strike its light into the heart, and 
bring every thought into subjection. We 
wish indeed to meliorate the outward con- 
dition of mankind, but we must bring to 
the consideration, and recommend to the 
heart of every heathen, the tidings of sal- 
vation, and invite the perishing nations to 
come and participate those treasures of 
love and mercy which the God of love ex- 
hibits in the life, and death, and resurrec+ 
tion of his Son. It is matter of peculiar 
thankfulness, that native missionaries are 
rising up there,—that he who has tasted 
of the love of God himself becomes a mis- 
sionary to speak of that love to others.— 
At the present moment, not less than from 
ten to twenty native preachers, in Bengal; 
who themselves have tasted that the Lord 
is gracious, are anxious to spread the sa« 
vour of his name. These assistants are 
exceedingly useful, as their acquaintance 
with the language gives them great facili- 
ties of communicating their ideas to their 
countrymen, while the missionary who 
goes with his native brother is able to 
sustain his mind in circumstances of dis- 
couragement. That gospel which is able 
in this country to make sinners wise to 
salvation, is the same in India: nor jn 
India alone, but in Africa, and in every 
part of the habitable globe, we feel that the 
religion of Jesus is the religion of man ; 
it meets him in his universal character, 
and under every variety of condition, in 
all his expansive wants, and all his pros- 
pects for time and eternity ; and he sees 
them all provided for in an economy of 
mercy revealed by the death and resurrec- 
tion of our blessed Redeemer. The same 
blessing attends the promulgation of the 
gospel every where, and in every place 
there is the same spirit, and the same 
principle ; the same prayer and the same 
praises ascend perfumed with the sweet 
incense of the blessed Redeemer’s sacri- 
fice. While, therefore, the fruits of mis- 
sionafy labours are found to be the same 
in every clime, what reason have we to 
persevere in our benign labours, what a 
motive to gird our loins with truth, and 
take the helmet of salvation, and clotlie 
ourselves with zeal as a cloak, and go 
forward with fresh courage to this enter- 
prise ! The blessings we have already én- 
joyed, are but a blessed prelude to futuye 
success. All the blessings that have yet 
attended all missfonary lalvours, ate énlv 
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testimonies that more ample blessings and 
more ample rewards will attend those 
who labour in this work of the Lord.” 

This resolution. was supported by the 
Rev. W. B. Fox, late missionary in Cey- 
lon, who gave a most satisfactory account 
of the success and progress of the missions 
there and in India, with much affecting 
information of the state of the heathen. 

The Rev. Edward Irving moved the 3d 
résolution, and observed, 

** When I came to this meeting to-day, 
¥ came in order to receive the good tidings 
which it might please the Lord to bring to 
my ears, and to the ears of all his servants 
here assembled together, by the mouths 
of his missionary and ministering servants, 
and by others who might be called upon 
to address this meeting: but least of all 
Wad I any purpose to address you, and 
least of all am I supposed to be capable of 
making any demonstration profitable to 
this cause ; but having a commandment, 
and being pressed of you and those en- 
gaged, to make my testimony on behalf of 
this good work, I felt that, as a servant 
and minister of Christ, and one who con- 
stantly prays and wishes for the welfare 
of Zion, I could not remain silent; and 
therefore trusting in that help which is 
always at hand to those who trust in it, 
and casting myself as I do upon the indul- 
zence of those servants of the Lord, I now 
endeavour to urge the resolution put into 
my hand, which is :—‘ That the peculiar 
yvelations in which large portions of the in- 
habitants of the pagan world stand to our 
country, either as its subjects, or claiming 
from it a debt of reparation ; such as the 
negroes in our West India colonies; the 
nations and tribes of Western and Southern 
Africa ; and the immense population of our 
Indian empire ; lay the Christian public of 
this country under special obligations to ex- 
iend to them the means of instruction by the 
mninistration of the gospel and the establish- 
ment of its iluminating and hallowing in- 
slitutions.’—Now, in the first place, with 
respect to the duty of the governors of a 
country in those parts of the world which 
God hath put under their dominion, I 
coneeive that the doctrine of the Scrip- 
tures hath in all ages been the orthodox 
doctrine of the church, to wit, that Christ 
Jesus is the Prince of the kings of the 
earth. It is He that hath purchased the 
world and those that dwell in it from be- 
neath the curse of God ; it is in virtue of 
his sacrifice that we live upon the earth, 
and the earth brings forth its fruits to man. 
When the Lord did require the first fruits 
to be offered to him, it was in token that 
the earth was to be redeemed by him ;— 
and we now take bread and wine, the pro- 
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ductions of the earth, in token that we 
hold this world and all we have in right 
of his sacrifice ; and the declaration he 
made to his apostles after he had risen 
from the dead was, ‘‘ All power is given 
into my hands in heaven-and in earth ;” 
and when he appeared to John in Patmos, 
the title and style by which he denomina- 
ted himself was, ‘‘I am the faithful and 
true witness, the First-begotten of the 
dead, the Prince of the kings of the earth.” 
I hold it to be a principle of his govern- 
ment,that magistrates and kings are placed 
in authority under him, that they may 
watch over his interests in the world, and 
propagate his truth, and establish his 
truth{ to the ends of the earth; and if I 
look into the history of the world, and seé 
for what paganism was brought low, and 
Rome visited with all its desolation, I find 
that it was for its persecution of the 
church. If Ilook and see why Jerusalem 
and the Jews were cast out, it was be- 
cause they would not receive his govern- 
ment, and because of their persecution of 
himself and his church ; and if I look at 
the whole history of the world and of the 
word of God, f find the principal object 
for which God’s judgments descend upon 
men, is, their disregard of that which is 
the foundation of all governments, that 
kings and magistrates are invested with 
power as his vicegerents, to cause his go- 
vernment and his words to be executed to 
the utmost of their power. In all parts 
of the world where missionary operations 
are undertaken, you have stimulated, you 
have taught our rulers, you have taught 
the state, this great trath, of which for- 
merly they were ignorant. God hath 
blessed the missionary and the home la- 
bours of his servants to the melioration of 
the principles of government and of soci- 
ety, so that we have now religious insti- 
tutions in India and in the West Indies, 
set forth by the authority of the state, upon 
which, I trust, the blessing of the Lord 
will descend, even as upon those societies, 
which first did pioneer the way. I know 
the blessing of the Lord does rest upon 
them ; and I dare say there are mission- 
aries in this meeting who can tell of the 
friendly countenance which has been 
shown to them by the Church of England 
in Ceylon and India. With regard to the 
negro population in the West Indies, they 
owe this society a debt, and every one 
who wishes for their emancipation doth 
owe this society adebt. The Wesleyan 
Missionary Society hath earned to itself 
a high degree in the church of Christ, by 
its labours among the poor negroes; and 
to every one that is friendly to their eman- 
cipation I would sav, Here are the true 
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emancipators ; you shall never emanci- 
pate a people from thraldom and slavery, 
but by diffusing among them the benign 
light and charity of the gospel. Civiliza- 
tion, political laws, and all other things, 
will go back and return to a condition of 
slavery, if the preaching of the authority 
of God, and the benevolent doctrines of 
Christ Jesus, be not continually spread 
abroad ; and I believe sincerely, that how- 
ever it is right (and it is most right) for 
legislators to argue this in their national 
councils, because it is one in which na- 
tional character is concerned, yet it is our 
part, as knowing better the secret springs 
of human action, and the secret springs of 
national well-being, to carry with us that 
which will soften society, bless ail its de- 
solations, making the very beasts of the 
field to be peaceable, and the wilderness 
and the solitary place to rejoice and blos- 
som like the rose. 1 do indeed wish, and 
i do indeed intreat, that the religious part 
of the community, who know, as I do, 
these things more perfectly, would in a 
greater degree put their trust in those 
means, over which the Lord hath made 
them specially the ministers, namely, the 
gospel of peace ; and while the world han- 
dles its own question of political expedien- 
cy, let us join hand and heart to carry the 
true liberty of Christ both to the masters 
and the slaves ; founding ourselves not 
on this interest or that interest, but upon 
the promises of God, and upon that Sa- 
viour, who came to bind up the broken 

hearted, to comfort all that mourn, and to 
free the prisoners, and give them beauty 
for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, and 
the garment of praise for the spirit of 
heaviness. I was going to add, standing 
here as a minister of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, my word of encouragement to all 
the missionaries; I have my own view 
with respect to the character of mission- 
aries, and this a highly exalted one,—I 
have my idea, that we are gradually ad- 
vancing into that dignity ; and that your 
endeavours, and the endeavours of other 
missionary societies, to purify themselves 
from all worldly trust, and put their trust 
only in God, will raise them into the true 
apostolic character of missionaries. They 
will feel their trust is in God, and in pro- 
portion as their trust is reposed in Him, 
so exactly will be their success. I see the 
way of the Lord preparing; we have the 
Scriptures translated into all languages, 
and now in active circulation among the 
people, so that when the Lord beginneth 
to make his demonstration, you have the 
witness that this demonstration is pro- 
mised. I have seen missionaries diverted, 
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Spirit, from that purpose for which they 
were sent out, and forced to translate the 
Scriptures, in which they have done a 
work to make England glad, and to raise 
the fame of her mechanics and tradesmen 
high above the fame of the most learned 
bodies and universities the world hath 
ever secn; and now I perceive the Lord 
is forcing the energies of your missiona- 
ries into another channel, the channel 
of education. You see how the strong 
current of His providence does, as it were, 
shut one door, as not being the door that 
it is proper now to open, but always open- 
eth another door, because he alone is wise, 
and he alone can turn the rivers and 
streams of our energies into the channel 
of his own good and wise purposes, where- 
by he is bringing about the redemption of 
the world. Itis ours to say with the vir- 
gin, “‘ Behold thy servant, be it unto me 
according to thy word ;” behold our ener- 
gies, behold our means, behold our lives, 
take them and turn them according to the 
good will of thy pleasure. 1 say he hath 
already done one work in circulating the 
Scriptures, and he is now doing another 
work in teaching the people to read those 
Scriptures, and the perfection of the work 
is yetto come. Your missionaries shall 
find, and we shall find, if we persevere in 
our labours, that when the Jand has thus 
been irrigated, and the seed sown, that the 
summer of the Lord will come, and the 
Sun of righteousness will arise upon your 
labours, and the harvest men will then 
gather in this plentiful harvest into the 
garner of the Lord, of which we have been 
honoured to sow the seed. The Lord’s 
work is everlasting, his dwelling place 
eternity, and his name endureth for ever ; 
we pass away as a tale that is told, and 
the place that knows us now will soon 
know us no more; but the church is eter- 
nal, being founded on the rock Christ Je- 
sus, who is the Prince of the kings of the 
earth, the possessor of all power in heaven 
and on earth ; therefore, let us labour to 
the end, and hand it down to our children 
to labour more effectually than we have 
done,—to labour with more simplicity of 
faith, and more sincerity of devotion, 
assured that the work of the Lord shall 
prosper because it is the work of Him 
who saith, and it is done—who command- 
eth, and it standeth fast.” 

This resolution was seconded by the 
Rev. Theodore Dury, rector of Keighley, 
who observed, 

He had felt a great deal of the fear of 
man in coming forward to speak; but 
there was a higher fear, and he feared 
God. He would therefore endeavour to 
throw his mite into the treasury, becarrse 
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he wished his name to be always asso- 
ciated with the glorious cause of missions. 
He remembered Mr. Peel once said, re- 
specting a certain bill which he had brought 
into parliament, that his reward would be 
to have his name connected with that bill ; 
and it was to him a great reward to have 
his name connected with the missionary 
cause. He had derived great pleasure 
from reading the accounts of the state of 
the missions of this society in different 
parts. With respect to Ireland, he said, 
**T consider it one of the most important 
fields to which your energies are directed. 
In the south of France I see the little 
leaven leavening the whole lump; if I 
Jook to Malta, I see great good doing 
there ; from thence I look down the Me- 
diterranean. In Palestine, I observe, you 
are purposing the establishing of a mis- 
sion ; and I would say to you, carry this 
resolution into effect. From thence I 
svould pass to the West Indies, and as I 
draw near the islands I fancy I hear a fu- 
neral dirge of Christian slaves following 
to the grave the bodies of their shepherds, 
Jately by a most mysterious providence 
taken from them. But they mourn with 
meekness ; they do not cut themselves 
like followers of Baal; they do not com- 
mit those excesses which they would have 
done formerly ; in the midst of tears they 
feel resignation ; and they are confidently 
Yooking to you to send out fresh shep- 
herds in the place of those who have gone 
to glory. And will you suffer them to be 
as sheep scattered on the mountains with- 
out a shepherd? You will not. I have 
the honour to come from a county which 
has been noticed with something like ap- 
plause, Yorkshire ; and 1 will tell the 
meeting, that if you are determined to go 
on in this cause, the friends of Christ 
there, are as much interested in this cause 
as you can be: and may I not, when I go 
back to that part of the country, in com- 
pany with some of my friends, say, that 
the people in London are determined still 
to support the same blessed cause by their 
liberality and by their prayers ? I will not 
detain the meeting longer than by just 
stating, that I knew a clergyman who got 
presented to a living in the country, and 
went down to take possession of it. He 
thought himself very well instructed, and 
was trusting entirely in his own right- 
eousness and strength when he began to 
perform his duties. At bis church he 
found a very trifling congregation; the 
people in general were looking about and 
observing each other’s dress; but some 
he saw among them who were devout and 
serious in their attendance ; and when he 
administered the saerament, he found that 
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these few were almost the only persons 
who attended. He inquired about those 
people, and found they were Methodists, 
and this clergyman began to conceive fa- 
vourably of them. He visited them, and 
mixed with them, and from them he 
derived important instruction. God was 
pleased to take away his proud heart and 
to give him an humble heart. God the 
Holy Spirit taught him that he was a 
sinner, and that there was forgiveness 
for every sinner through Jesus Christ ; 
and God’s Spirit not only taught him that 
there was forgiveness, but he gave him 
forgiveness ; and that clergyman stands 
on this platform to-day, not to return 
thanks to the Methodist body, but to re- 
turn thanks to God; and he calls on you 
all to witness his gratitude for the blessing 
he has received from God and from your 
society as agents. The publication of 
these blessed truths, which I have found 
so salutary to myself, must have my ad- 
vocacy and prayers, in all those parts of 
the earth to which the attention of this 
society is directed. 

[Being disappointed by the reporter, in 
obtaining, in time for publication, the 
remainder of the interesting addresses 
delivered on this occasion, we cap only 
copy the resolutions. } 

The third resolution, before given, was 
supported by the Rev. Theophilus Lessey, 
from Halifax. 

Resolution 4th.—‘ That the very re- 
spectful and cordial thanks of the society 
are particularly due to Thomas Fowell Buz- 
ton, Esq., M. P., for the able and liberal 
manner in which, unsolicited by the com- 
mittee, from his own sense of justice and 
respect to religious liberty, he brought the 
recent outrages upon the society’s mission in 
the island of Barbadoes, under the notice of 
parliament during its last session ; the re- 
sult of which was a unanimous address of 
the house of commons to his majesty, express- 
ive of its indignation at the transactions in 
Barbadoes, and of its readiness to concur in 
every measure which his majesty may deere 
necessary for securing ample protection and 
religious toleration to all his majesty’s sub- 
jects in that part of his majesty’s dominions.” 

Moved by the Rev. Joseph Entwisle, 
president of the conference, seconded by 
Lancelot Haslope, Esq., and supported by 
the Rev. R. Watson. 

Resolution 5th.—‘* That the thanks of 
the soviety are especially due to Joseph But- 
terworth, Esq., M. P., and the Rev. Joseph 
Taylor, the general treasurers, for their 
valuable services, which they are requested 
to continue; and that the thanks of the 
meeting be given to the general committec 
for their attention fo the affairs of the soctety 
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during the past year, and io the Rev. George 
Morley, the Rev. Richard Watson, and the 
Rev. John Mason, the general secretaries, 
for their faithful discharge of the duties of 
their office.” 

Moved by the Rev. Robert Newton, of 
Manchester, and seconded by the Rev. 
Dr. Townley, of Bradford, in Yorkshire. 

Resolution 6th.—‘‘ That the thanks of 
this meeting be given to the auxiliary and 
branch societies, both at home and abroad, to 
the ladies’ associations, and to the different 
juvenile societies, with their committees ,trea- 
surers, secretaries, and collectors, for their 
liberal and successful exertions in aid of the 
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funds of the society ; and to those ministers 
who have so zealously afforded to the society, 
during the past year, the aid of their valu- 
able labours.” 

Moved by the Rev. W. White, from 
New Zealand, and seconded by the Rev. 
W. Naylor, of Macclesfield. 

Resolution 7th.—‘* That the thanks of 
this meeting be given to Joseph Butterworth, 
Esq., M. P., for his attention to the busi- 
ness of the day, and for his unremitting 
exertions in promoting the objects of the 
society.” 

Moved by the Rev. Henry Moore, and 
seconded by Wm. Turner, Esq., of Derby, 
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Tue account of the late loss of our valu- 
able and lamented brethren in the West 
Indies, heretofore given, was necessarily 
brief and imperfect, both from the letters 
having been written immediately before 
the sailing of the packet, and from Mrs. 
Jones being then too little recovered to be 
able to give any particulars of the circum- 
stances of this melancholy event. We 
have now received many particulars from 
Mr. Hyde, of Montserrat, who went over 
to Antigua after the news of the loss of 
the mail boat had reached him, and re- 
mained there until Mrs. Jones was suffi- 
ciently recovered to communicate the 
painful detail. The case is in some re- 
spects a much more affecting one than we 
had anticipated; a part of the brethren 
were appointed to more lingering suffer- 
ings ; but there is reason also to sing “‘ of 
mercy,” as well as “‘ of judgment ;”—and 
our friends will have the satisfaction to 
find, that those excellent men, whose loss 
is so deplored both at home and in the 
West Indies, exhibited in their dangers 
und sufferings, a calmness and resignation, 
anda zeal for the salvation of the seamen, 
their fellow sufferers, worthy of their 
hopes as Christians, and of their character 
as missionaries of Jesus Christ. Perhaps 
to give this testimony to the closing scene 
and final conduct of these servants of God, 
was among the reasons why, in the provi- 
dence of God, Mrs. Jones was so singu- 
larly preserved. The impression produced 
in the colonies where they were known 
has been very deep, and we doubt not but 
that the afflictive event wil! be overruled 
for the promotion of the spiritual benefit 
of the societies. The following account 
is given by Mr. Hyde in the form of ex- 
tracts from his journal, in which form we 
think it best to preserve it, as it traces the 
circumstances in the order of their occur- 


rence, and shows particularly that blessed 
and prepared frame of mind in which the 
brethren were living, and the spirit in 
which they engaged in their ministerial 
duties during the time they were detained 
in Montserrat. The feeling with which 
the whole is entered in the journal, we 
must also say, does much credit to the 
heart and character of Mr. Hyde. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Hyde, dated 
Montserrat, April 5th, 1826. 

By the last packet you received the dis- 
tressing intelligence of the loss of our dear 
brethren, White, Truscott, Hillier, Oke, 
and Jones, with Mrs. White, and three 
children, and Mrs. Truscott, and one 
child. Not knowing that any one had 
written to you, I endeavoured to send you 
a few lines, but so agitated and afilicted 
was I that I scarcely knew what 1 wrote. 
As soon, however, as I could become calm, 
I saw it to be my duty to hasten to An- 
tigua. This duty, under the blessing of 
God, I performed without delay, and a 
most painful duty I will assure you it was. 
This circumstance, however, with that of 
the dear brethren and sisters having spent 
their last days with us, put me in posses- 
sion of a variety of painfully interesting 
particulars connected with this most af- 
flictive event, which no one else possesses. 
Knowing that you will wish to have all 
the information you can get, I send you, 
without loss of time, the following copious 
extracts from my journal. 

Montserrat, February 23d. Thursday. 
—By the good providence of God, I and 
Mrs. Hyde again landed here, from the 
district meeting. We left Saint Christo- 
pher’s yesterday, about 11 o’clock in the 
forenoon, in company with the brethren 
White, Hillier, Truscott, Jones, and Oke ; 
sisters White, Truscott, and Jones ; bro- 
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ther White’s three children, and brother 
Truscott’s little son, with two servants. 
Upon the whole, we had as good a pass.ge 
as we generally have in our district ves- 
sels ;—never desirable, and sometimes 
scarcely tolerable. The brethren and their 
families landed, and rested with us about 
four hours. Brother Oke preached to a 
good congregation, from ‘‘ The grace of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God, and the communion of the Holy 
Ghost, be with you all, Amen.” 2 Cor. 
xiii, 14. It was a blessed season : one 
of our intelligent friends said, ‘‘ that it was 
one of the best sermons he ever heard.” 
A respectable coloured young woman was 
deeply affected under it, and is likely to 
be a seal to his ministry. We then affec- 
tionately took our leave of each other, 
and the brethren sailed for Antigua. 

The district meeting was one of consi- 
derable importance, and of deep solemnity 
and profit. The missionary meetings 
were well attended, and the collections 
were good. The word preached was 
eagerly received by the people, and the 
large new chapel was often crowded. The 
sacramental occasions were seasons of 
great refreshing, as were also the band- 
meetings. The death and funeral of our 
dear brother Gilgrass much affected’ us, 
and served to solemnize a district meeting 
never to be forgotten. He had been up- 
wards of twenty years in the work, and 
honourably, yea, blessedly died in it. He 
died surrounded by his weeping brethren, 
and was the next day carried by eight of 
us to his grave. His life was one of devo- 
tedness to God, and his death was peace. 

Friday, 24th.—I was surprised and 
alarmed to-day about eleven o’clock by a 
messenger running to my house, saying, 
‘'The schooner is coming back, sir, the 
missionary schooner.” I went off to her 
as soon as possible. The sea was very 
high, and it was long before I could get on 
board. I however hailed her, and received 
the very acceptable answer, “‘ Allis well.” 
When I reached her the brethren informed 
me, that there was a heavy sea in the 
channel—that they had had a bad night, 
with the wind right ahead ; and, that they 
were drifting down to Nevis, and saw no 
probability of reaching Antigua while the 
wind and sea continued as they were.— 
Their wives and children had been very 
ill, and the captain had given it as his 
opinion, that it would be more prudent to 
return than to proceed. I thanked God 
that they were safe, and gave them a wel- 
come to every comfort that my house 
would afford. When on shore they all 
soon forgot their troubles. We united to 
thank God for mercifully preservirz them, 
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and to pray to Him that their stay among 
us might be blessed to the people. Through- 
out the day the weather continued in- 
creasingly unfavourable. In the evening 
brother Hillier preached a very useful ser~ 
mon to a good congregation, from “ Fear 
not, little flock; for it is your Father’s 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom :” 
Luke xii, 32. We all enjoyed it much, 
and it was quite a word in season. 

Saturday, 25th.—The weather is still 
boisterous: the night has been very 
stormy, and we are all thankful that the 
brethren and sisters were not exposed to 
it. This morning we had a solemn and 
delightful prayermeeting in the chapel.— 
We went also to see the rector, and were 
kindly received. The day, however, has 
been one of anxiety to the brethren ; they 
are very wishful to reach their stations ; 
but they see, as do all, that it would be 
imprudent for them now to attempt it, az 
the weather is worse. We are sorry for 
them and our dear people in Antigua; but 
it is a great privilege to our people here, 
and our hopes are great in reference to 
the coming sabbath day. 

Sunday, 26th.—Brother White in the 
forenoon preached to us a profitable ser~ 
mon from 1 John v, 19: ‘* And we know 
that we are of God.” He afterwards, 
with brother Hiilier, administered to bro- 
ther Jones, brother Oke, and myself, and 
to the society, the sacrament of the Lord’s 
supper. It was a most solemn season.— 
We next attended the school, and at three 
o’clock brother Truscott preached to 2 
large congregation in a very earnest man- 
ner. Brother Hillier preached at Little- 
town. At night the chapel was crowded 
to hear brother Jones, a man much be- 
loved here. He gave us a most excellent 
sermon from 1 Sam. ii, 30: ‘‘ Them that 
honour me I will honour.” ¥ know not 
when I have seen such marked attention 
under a sermon, and such hopeful indica 
tions of good being effected. Brother 
White, his superintendent, observed to me 
afterwards, that it was the best sermon 
he had ever heard him preach. O thou 
most Holy Spirit, by whose inspiration 
the Holy Scriptures were written, accom~- 
pany with thy demonstrative energy, for 
Jesus’ sake, the word preached this day, 
and make it powerful to the salvation of 
all who have heard it. ¥ omitted to state, 
that brother Oke went a few miles into the 
country this evening, and preached on 
Symn’s estate to a very large congrega- 
tion. He appears to have been much 
blessed in the discharge of this duty to 
himself and to the people. His text was 
Psalm xxiii. 

Monday, 27th.—The wind and sea still 
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cvulinue unlavourable, and the brethren 
are very uneasy at their long detention. 
Brother Oke at six o’clock this morning 
preached a solemn and useful sermon, 
from 1 Chron. xxix, 15: “For we are 
strangers before thee, and sojourners, as 
were ait our fathers; our days on the 
earth are as a shadow, and there is none 
abiding.” To illustrate his text he refer- 
red to the situation of his brethren and 
himself, ‘‘ We are strangers,” said he, 
‘and mere sojourners among you. We 
have been driven here by stress of weather; 
we shall soon be gone again, and perhaps 
vou will see us no more for ever. So it 
is with the children of men generally.— 
We are all strangers and sojourners in 
this world; we are hastening to another; 
soon we shall leave ail on earth, and be 
no more seen here for ever,” &c, &e.— 
About noon the brethren met together in 
my study, to consult on what they should 
do. Our seafaring friends had given it as 
their most decided judgment that the mis- 
sionary schooner could not, in conse- 
quence of her various defects, beat up to 
Antigua for a number of days, if at all, so 
jong as the wind and sea continued as they 
were. Wesent for the captain, and asked 
him candidly to tell us what he thought of 
his vessel. “‘ Gentlemen,” he replied, ‘it 
is an unpleasant thing for me to say any 
thing against my own vessel; but Ido not 
think she will reach Antigua in less than 
four days, if this weather continue.” To 
be four days longer from their charge quite 
alarmed them, and in the end they deter- 
mined to go in the Maria, mail boat, capt. 
Whitney, which left here this evening at 
sunset. She is a fine vesscl, suils well, and 
it is to be hoped they will reach home to- 
morrow. The mission house was filled 
‘with people when it was known they were 
going. We sang the 536th hymn; the 
whole of it I felt to be very grateful to my 
feelings, but especially the words, 

“There we shall meet again, 

When all our toils are o’er, 
And death, and grief, and pain, 
And parting are no mure: 
We shall with all our brethren rise, 
And grasp thee in the flaming skies.” 
We next prayed with each other, and took 
an affectionate leave. May God in his 
abundant mercy give his angels charge 
over them. 

Wednesday, March 1st.—We have been 
much surprised to hear that the brethren 
have not yet arrived in Antigua. What 
can be the cause of it we know not, only 
the weather has continued very unfavour- 
able. What has heightened our astonish- 
ment is, that the schooner has arrived 
there ; at this we are almost confounded. 
Mav the Lord graciously preserve them. 
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Friday, 3d.—By another arrival from 
Antigua we have been much grieved to 
hear that the mail boat has not arrived or 
been heard of. The people are beginning 
to be very uneasy about her, but I cannet 
fear. The Lord bless them, and make 
them a blessing wherever they are, and 
kindly preserve and comfort the poor 
people in Antigua, who are suffering from 
their absence. 

Tuesday, 7th.—How to record the mys- 
terious, the overwhelming events of this 
day, Lam at a loss to tell. My mind is 
almost distracted, and my heart broken. 
The Maviais lost! The brethren White, 
Hillier, Truscott, Jones, and Oke, the sis- 
ters White and Truscott, with their dear 
children, (four in number,) their two ser+ 
vants, the captain, and all but two of the 
crew, are drowned ! Sister Jones alone has 
escaped to tellus! Great God, what is thy 
design in this overwhelming affliction ? It 
lays reason prostrate, and strikes even thy 
peopie dumb before thee. They were 
blessed men. They were engaged in thy 
work. Thou didst recently baptize them 
anew with the Holy Ghost, and they were 
hastening forward with renewed strength, 
to all human appearance to be a greater 
blessing than ever to. the churches ; and 
yet at a stroke thou hast broken off their 
parposes, desolated our expectations, left 
upwards of three thousand people joined 
in church fellowship without a singic 
spiritual pastor, and filled all our hearts 
with unutterable grief. O that we may 
have grace to ‘be still, and know that 
thou art God ;” God of love and mercy 
still! Early this morning a mail boat ap- 
peared in sight. I hastened to the bay, 
and stood with deep anxiety waiting the 
return of a boat from her. At length it 
left her, but came slowly towards the shore. 
The people wondered at their tardiness, 
but, alas! the sad cause was soon deve- 
loped. ‘‘ Have the missionaries arrived 2” 
was the eager inquiry. ‘‘ No,” was the 
distressing answer ; ‘‘ the mail boat is lost, 
and all on board have perished but one. 
woman.” I turned pale, trembled, and 
had nearly fainted, when it came to my 
recollection, ‘‘ Some one will hasten up to 
the mission house and inform Mrs. Hyde, 
and I fear the consequence in her situa~ 
tion.” The thought of this set me in mo- 
tion, and I reached home so much the 
picture of anguish, that my wife immedi- 
ately saw what was the matter. We wept 
together; the whole house wept; people 
flocked in on every hand to mingle their 
tears withours. One voice of lamentation 
spread itself throughout the house. They 
had spent their last days with us, preached 
their last sermons to us, poured out their 


49 








336 


last prayers for us, and by their holiness, 
zeal, usefulness, and friendship, endeared 
themselves unto us. Such distress, I be- 
lieve, was never witnessed here before, 
and so much affection for the memory of 
strangers was never manifested. At night 
we had a prayermceting in the chapel ; 
but sighs and tears drowned the voice of 
prayer for a time, and the place was a 
perfect Bochim. 

Wednesday, Sth.—A day of deep dis- 
tress. We think of nothing, we can talk 
of nothing, but our loss. ‘‘ The ways of 
Zion do mourn; her priests sigh, her vir- 
gins are afflicted, and she is in bitterness :” 
ready almost to say with Jerusalem, “‘ Be- 
hold and see if there be any sorrow like 
unto my sorrow, which is done unto me, 
wherewith the Lord hath afflicted me.” O 
that her afflictions may truly humble her ! 
Soon after I heard of the distressing event 
westerday, I felt it to be my duty to go to 
Antigua. The bereaved condition of the 
societies there, the dangerous situation of 
sister Jones, if alive, (for that was doubt- 
ful,) the afflictive circumstances of sister 
Hillier and her three fatherless children, 
all called on me, the nearest missionary, 
and the one with whom the brethren had 
spent their last days, to go over to afford 
help and comfort. By an arrival from St. 
Christopher’s to-day, we learn that the 
body of brother Truscott’s son was picked 
up there and buried; that part of the 
wreck had also washed ashore on that 
island; and that the schooner which was 
to have taken the missionariés from this 
island to Antigua, and had returned in 
safety, had been sent in search of the 
wreck, but was totally wrecked also on the 
back of Nevis! 

Our distressed and affectionate people 
have hung the chapel in black at their own 
expense, and the society and friends are 
going into mourning. To-night I endea- 
voured to improve the subject to a large 
and distressed congregation. ‘* They 
mourned with a great and very sore la- 
mentation,” and so did I. O that some 
who are now dead in trespasses and sins 
may hear the voice of the Son of God in 
_ affliction and live! There is hope of 
this. 


Friday, 10th._—Antigua.-—Yesterday 
morning early I took leave of my most 
affectionate people and family, and set 
out on one of the most afllictive errands I 


ever had. My heart was deeply stricken. 
The wind was against us, and the sea in 
the channel was very heavy. However, the 
captain declared it was the finest day he 
had seen at sea for six weeks. Every thing 
reminded me of my dear brethren, I could 
not sleep at night: they were constantly 
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before me in my imagination. As we 
approached the reefs on which they were 
wrecked, many melancholy reflections 
passed through my mind; but though I 
had pains I had no fears, and tears and 
prayers more than once greatly relieved 
me. I landed about seven o’clock this 
morning, many hours sooner than we ex- 
pected when we left Montserrat. When 
I entered the house of the friend where I 
intended to remain, my feelings were so 
overpowered that I could say little or 
nothing. At length I was enabled to ask 
after Mrs Jones. Thank God, 1 was 
informed that she was recovering. This 
relieved me much. Mrs. Hillier, I also 
found, endured her affliction in a very 
Christian-like manner. The society were 
keeping the day as a day of fasting, hu- 
miliation, and prayer. About 11 o’clock 
I saw Mrs. Jones. It was a most painful 
duty. I was much affected, but restrained 
myself for her sake, and I asked no ques- 
tions about the painful occasion of our 
meeting. I prayed with her and left her 
to the gracious care of God and the kind 
friends around her. I then went to the 
prayermeeting in the chapel, and was 
pleased with the spirit of the people, and 
with a few remarks made by Mr. Garling, 
who, with Mr. Barnes, has conducted the 
services in the chapel since the death of 
the missionaries. From the chapel I went 
to see Mrs. Hillier, at English Harbour, a 
distance of about 12 miles. I found her 
in tears, surrounded by her children.— 
When I entered the house she got up, 
raised her hands, and exclaimed, ‘‘ O Mr. 
Hyde, what means all this ?” The childreri 
laid hold of me, kissed me, and one of 
them said it seemed as if his father had 
come again. It was a most touching 
scene. The Lord, however, mercifully 
strengthened her, and I was enabled to 
speak comfortably to her. Her mind was 
greatly relieved by my visit. I prayed 
with her, and then went up to our kind 
friends, Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert, where I 
spent a few comfortable hours, and enjoy- 
ed one of the best night’s rest that I have 
had since my dear brethren rested in 
Christ. The Lord be praised for all his 
mercy to me, and to the dear widows of 
his servants now with him. 

Saturday, 11th.—In the evening I visit- 
ed sister Jones, and found her much better. 
She is at the house of Joshua Kentish, 
Esq., the gentleman who most humanely 
delivered her from her perilous situation, 
and who with his kind lady strive day and 
night to do every thing in their power to 
restore and comfort her. Never was 
greater kindness shown to a stranger.—— 
May the Lord graciously reward them ¢ 

















Sunday, 12th.—I this day improved, in 
St. John’s, the great afiliction wherewith 
ihe Lord has afilicted us. A more solemn 
and affecting scene I never witnessed.— 
The chapel and people were almost entirely 
clothed iu mourning. In the forenoon I 
preached from the third chapter and first 
six verses of the Wisdom of Solomon: 
‘* But the souls of the righteous are in the 
hands of God, and there shall no torment 
touch them; in the sight of the unwise 
they seemed to die, and their departure is 
taken for misery, and their going from us 
to be utter destruction ; but they are in 
peace. For though they be punished in 
the sight of men, yet is their hope full of 
immortality, and having been a little chas- 
tised, they shall be greatly rewarded: for 
God proved them, and found them worthy 
for himself. As gold in the furnace hath 
he tried them, and received them asa burnt 
offering.” After some remarks suited to 
the oceasion, I observed, Notwithstanding 
our text is taken from the Apocrypha, it 
is full of truth; truth supported by well 
authenticated passages of revelation ;— 
fruth explanatory and consoling in the 
situation in which we are found. Here 
we are taught the following very accepta- 
ble and important particulars:—I. The 
high estimation in which God holds the 
souls of the righteous, and the special care 
he takes of them, ‘* The souls of the right- 
eous are in tle hands of God, and there 
shall no torment touch them.” II. That 
notwithstanding this especial care of God 
for the souls of the righteous, the same 
event, viz., death, befalls their bodies, as 
the bodies of other men, and that the oc- 
easion of their death has often no marked 
difference. III. The false way of reason- 
ing into which the “ unwise” are prone to 
fall, when they witness such apparent in- 
distinction : verses2 and 3. And, finally, 
the design of God in such a dispensation 
as that over which we mourn, is here 
stated in such a way as to confound the 
reasonings of unbelief, to justify the ways 
of God with man, and to comfort and 
strengthen us who now grieve over that 
great loss which we have sustained in the 
death of so many righteous persons who 
lived for us, and who died so mysterious- 
ly: verses 4,5, and 6. Having considered 
the various parts of the text in their appli- 
cation to our dear departed brethren and 
their families, and our imaginations having 
had a glimpse of their glorious ascent to 
heaven from the altar of their Redeemer’s 
merits as a ‘‘ burnt sacrifice, an offering 
of a sweet savour unto the Lord,” we pro- 
ceeded to consider some of the probable 
ends which God designed should be ac- 
complished through this affliction. Among 
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others were the following: 1. To humble 

the people of Antigua generally, and the 

Methodist society particularly. 2. ‘To 

cause us who survive to preach more fully 

like dying mento dying men. 3. Tocon- 

found our reasoning and to strengthen our 

faith. 4. To lead all who sat under the 

ministry of his now glorified servants to 

think more seriously of what they have 

heard, and to practise the same. 5. To 

endear heaven to us the more, and to 

weaken our earthly affections. 6. To teach 

us to glory less in man, and more in God ; 

and tu dispiay the power, the wisdom, and 
glory of the Great Head of the church in 
raising up others to stand in their places, 
7. To awaken a more active spirit of 
prayer throughout the church for mission- 
aries and their work, and to excite a more 
lively interest generally in the blessed 
missionary cause. 8, Perhaps to save the 
souls of the captain and sailors, &c, &c. 
These probable designs of the Almighty in 
this affliction having occupied our atten- 
tion for some time, it was observed, in 
conclusion, Let us pray to God that he 
wouid make this dispensation plain to us, 
and cause it to answer all his designs of 
wisdom and goodness. And while we taus 
pray, ict us be willing to do our part; let 
us endure the rod in a Christian spirit, and 
humbly kiss the hand of Him who uses it ; 
yea, with the devout poet let us say, 

“ Bless’d be that hand! whether it shed 
Mercies or judgments o’er my head ; 
Extend the sceptre or the rod; 

Bless’d hand! ‘tis still the hand of God |” 

It was a very affecting, and, I trust, 

profitable season. The distress at one time 
was so great, that I was obliged to stop 
fora few minutes to give all an opportuni- 
ty to ease by tears and groans their deeply 
afflicted hearts. Truly it might be said, 
‘* This is a grievous mourning.” I met 
the society afterwards, and in the after- 
noon addressed the Sunday school children 
on the evils of horse-racing. This was 
occasioned by our having been compelled 
to put out nineteen of the children for go- 
ing to a race a few daysago. Three years 
ago there was no abomination of this kind 
in the island; but now they have them 
almost every week, Iunderstand. In the 
evening, to a large congregation, I again 
improved the death of the missionaries, 
from Josh. i. 28: ‘‘ My servant is dead.” 
Monday, 13th.—To-day our dear sister 


Jones was so much recovered as to justify 


iny hearing fromm her own lips the al- 
most unparalleled narrative of the wreck 
of the Maria. I had been waiting with 
some anxiety to hear the particulars 
from her, the only one spared to relate 
the sad story. The following, fo the 
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best of my recollection, forms a correct 
account. 

After they left Montserrat on Monday 
cvening, they had to pass through a most 
fearful night. The wind blew very hard, 
and the sea was unusually heavy. The 
day following was one of a very distressing 
description, but towards sunset they were 
fast approaching the island of Antigua. 

The captain was aware of the dangerous 
reefs, rocks, and sands, which lie in such 
fearful numbers at the mouth of St. John’s 
harbour, and endeavoured to avoid them. 
The missionaries were on deck expressing 
their joy at the prospect of supping and 
sleeping ashore; and the children below 
were singing in the cabin in imitation of 
their fathers, and playing around their 
mothers. All now were without fear but 
Mirs. Jones, and her mind, she says, was 
So distracted for a time with the idea that 
the vessel would yet be lost, that she had 
to pray earnestly against it. However, 
the fear did not leave her, but these words 
came to her recollection, and so comforted 
her, that she could do nothing but repeat 
them to herself: 

Jesus protects; my fears be gonc ! 
What can the Rock of Ages move ? 

About 7 o’clock an alarm was spread 
suddenly through the vessel by the cry of 
‘* Breakers ahead! breakers ahead!” The 
helm was instantly put down, and the 
mainsail lowered, but the vessel missed 
stays twice, (a most unusual thing with 
lier,) and before she wore round, she 
struck on the south end of the Weymouth, 
a dangerous reef to leeward of Sandy 
Island: (a long bank to the S. W. of St. 
John’s harbour.) Had she been twice the 
length of herself, either to windward 
or leeward, she would have escaped alto- 
gether; for she would either have run be- 
tween the reef and Sandy Island, or have 
had sea room enough in her due course ; 
and yet it so occurred, that if the reef had 
been picked, in the judgment of the agent 
for Lioyd’s, a worse place could not have 
been found. The brethren now rushed 
fgwards the cabin to seize their wives, 
their little ones, and servants. The mo- 
thers and servants snatched up the chil- 
dren, and rushed through the pouring 
flood, which was now fast filling the ves- 
sel, to the missionaries on deck. The 
scene was indescribable! The vessel fell 
on her side and filled directly. The sailors 
cut away her mast, and she righted a little. 
They cast out the anchor, and let out the 
chain cable, which caused the vessel to 
hang a little more securely on the rocks, 
while the sea beat over her in the most 
terrific manner. All the passengers and 
crew now hung upon the bulwarks and 
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rails of the quarter-deck, up to their inid- 
dle in water. Soon after she struck, the 
boat washed overboard, with George Lam- 
bert, a free black seaman, in it. The 
mate, Mr. Newbold, jumped after it, and 
happily for himself, reached it. They en- 
deavoured to bring her back to the wreck, 
but could not, and were driven away to 
sea. In the situation just stated the pas- 
sengers remained nearly one hour, calling 
on Him who alone could save them, and 
endeavouring to comfort themselves and 
each other with the prospects of a blissful 
eternity, when the waist of the vessel gave 
way, and precipitated all who were cling- 
ing to the rails of the quarter-deck into 
the sea; viz. Mr. and Mrs. White, with 
their three children, Mr. and Mrs. Trus- 
cott, and child, two servants, and Mrs. 
Jones. Mr. Jones being next to his wife, 
saw her desperate situation, and made an 
effort to lay hold of her, in which he pro- 
videntially succeeded, and drew her up 
so far that she got hold of the part of thé 
wreck on which he hung, and was saved, 
The children as they floated on the surface 
of their watery grave cried much, but the 
brethren and their wives calmly met their 
death. They cried out to them who were 
on the wreck, ‘‘ Farewell, the Lord bless 
you,” and they in return repeated the al- 
fecting ‘‘ Farewell,” and offered up the 
same prayer to God. “Lord, have mercy 
upon us,” ** God save us,” were the solemn 
ejaculations that now passed through the 
lips of the drowning brethren! Ina few 
moments the dear children ceased to cry, 
and the voice of prayer was turned to 
endless praise. The captain now exhorted 
all who were still on the wreck to come 
nearer to her head, as she was fast break- 
ing up, and that part of her was likely to 
hold together longest, adding, “ Hold on 
if you possibly can until the morning, and 
then we shall be seen from Goat Hill Bat- 
tery, and be rescued.” With this advice 
they were enabled to comply, though with 
considerable difficulty. The sea was tre- 
mendous, and the night dark! Wave fol- 
lowed wave in close succession, and they 
had frequently but just recovered their 
breath from the past wave when the next 
took it from them again. At length the 
greatly wished-for morning arrived ; but, 
alas! it was not to be the morning of de- 
liverance for them. They made the best 
signals of distress they could, but they 
were not seen. They on the wreck could 
see people walking on shore, but no one 
saw them, there was so little for the naked 
eye to distinguish them from the reef, and 
the waves ran high. Vessels and boats 
passed at some distance during the day, 
and fhey unitedly and with one voice en- 











deavoured to hail them; but the beating 
of the sea on the rocks drowned their 
voices, so that they could not be heard. 
The brethren and sister Jones were, how 

ever, enabled, by the grace of God, not- 
withstanding all their disappointments, to 
stay their minds on God, and to instruct 
the decply-stricken and penitent captain 
and sailors how to be saved. The sailors 
wept and prayed, while the missionaries 
pointed them to the Lamb of God, and 
exhorted them to add faith to penitence. 
Poor fellows! two of th:m died this day 
on the wreck, exhausted, but ‘ looking 
unto Jesus.” Night again came on apace, 
and soon enveloped them in all its drea- 
riest gloom! Seated on a piece of the 
wreck ; up to their breasts in water; 
without a crumb of bread, or a drop of 
water having passed through their lips ; 
the sea very rough, and the waves passing 
over them, each wave threatening imme- 
diate death! In this condition they held 
each other. If one ventured to sleep a 
little, another watched lest the waves 
should sweep him away. It was a night 
like the last, full of horrors. When day 
appeared, it was welcomed with praise to 
God that their eyes were permitted once 
more to see it, and with prayer that it 
might be the day of rescue; at the same 
time, according to Mrs. Jones, their lan- 
guage appears to have been that of their 
divine Master, ‘‘ Not my will, but thine 
be done.” Vessels and boats passed again, 
but they were not seen. Some time after 
noon this day (Thursday) brother Hillier 
said he thought he could swim ashore, and 
thus, by the blessing of God, rescue him- 

self, and be the happy instrument of saving 
them. The brethren Jones and Oke fear- 
td, with the captain, that he was too weak, 
having taken nothing, to swim three miles, 
the distance required. He, however, still 
thought he could, and in the spirit of 
prayer he committed himself to the deep, 
and they, after bidding him farewell, com- 
mended him to God. He struck off well, 
but in about ten minutes sunk to rise no 
more, till ‘‘ the sea shall give up her dead.” 
One or two of the sailors also attempted 
to reach the shore on pieces of the wreck, 
but failed. Thus the survivors passed 
through another day of sorrows. The bo- 
dies of some of the sufferers were seen 
floating to-day ; and the rain fell in show- 
ers around them ; but sister Jones says, 
eagerly as they wished it, only one slight 
shower fell on them. She put out her 
tongue, ard caught a few drops of rain, 

which refreshed her, for which she felt 
thankful to God. Night now approached 

once more, but with every appearance of 
its being the last; for the foints of the 
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piece of wreck on which they were began 
to open fast, and there was every appear- 
ance of its soon falling in pieces and put- 
ting an end to all their affliction. With 
this expectation, each was fervently en- 
gaged with God in hallowed and resigned 
communion. Contrary to their expecta- 
tions, however, they were spared to see 
another day. The sea was much calmer 
to-day (Friday) than it had before been, 
and about noon brother Oke said that he 
would endeavour to swim ashore. Mrs. 
Jones was asleep when he made the at- 
tempt, but was informed afterwards by 
Mr. Jones, that he was drowned soon after 
he got into the water, being too weak to 
swim far. ‘Mrs. Jones was seated on 
what are called, I believe, the bitts; her 
husband was beside her with his head 
leaning on her shoulder, while her hand 
held him by the coat collar. He began 
to lose the use of his legs, and his dear 
wife called the captain to help her to raise 
them, if possible, out of the water. The 
captain made the effort, but was too weak 
tocome toherhelp. Not long afterwards, 
brother Jones looked at his wife, and said, 
‘* My dear, I feel a strange drowsiness! 
What can be the meaning of it?” She had 
never seen any one die, and replied, “‘ My 
love, I cannot tell.” Soon after he cried 
out, ‘Come, Lord Jesus, come quickty !” 
and a few minutes afterwards exclaimed 

“Glory, glory !”—and blessedly entered 
into it. Thus he died, with his head 
leaning upon Mrs. Jones. She called to 
the captain, but received no answer, for 
he too, poor man, was dying. For a few 
minutes she held the remains of her dear 
busband to her breast; but soon a wave 
washed him from her unnerved arms, and 
he fell at her feet. For a few seconds 
she saw the body floating, and then fell 
into a state of insensibility. In this state 
she remained until rescued by Mr. Kentish 
and Mr. Ashford, two gentlemen, who, on 
hearing of the wreck through an American 
captain, who, it is said, passed by at noon, 
humanely went off without delay to ren- 
der all the help they could. When she 
was found, her face was so swelled that 
her head appeared almost a shapeless mass. 
On being touched, she came to herself, and 
asked what they were going to do with 
her. They conveyed her ashore with all 
possible despatch, and at the house of Mr. 

Kentish she met the best of care andme- 
dical skill, Dr. Peddie was up with her 
all the night ; bled her two or three times 
to keep off inflammation, and happily, 

under God, contrary to his own expecta- 
tion, saved her life. He told me, that if 
she had been there two hours longer, no- 
thing could have saved her. That she 
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lives is a great wonder: God only could 
have preserved her, and to him therefore 
be the praise. She says, that it appears 
to her as if boats saw them three times. 
They pulled or sailed towards them a con- 
siderable way, and their hopes on such 
occasions were strongly excited. ‘They 
now rejoiced over approaching deliver- 
ance; but alas! it was yoy of but short 
continuance, for they all either turned 
back, or passed them unobserved. Lasked 
her, if she thought the brethren who at- 
tempted to swim ashore would have lived 
had they remained on the wreck, and she 
believes not. The captain, she says, was 
much stronger in appearance than Mr. 
Oke, on Friday morning, and yet he died, 
and she believes that had she not drank 
salt water that day, she must have died 
also. Feeling refreshed by doing so her- 
self, she exhorted the captain and brethren 
to do the same, but they declined. Iasked 
her how the sailors died: her answer was, 
“‘(, [hope that they are saved ' The captain 
and men wept much over their sins: they 
were deeply humb!ed, and earnestly asked 
what they should do to be saved :”—and 
she added, “‘ we were so taken up with the 
salvation of their souls, that we seemed to 
forget our own danger. To the last mo- 
ment of their existence the missionaries 
exherted them to look to the Lord, which 
they did; and there is strong ground for 
hope that they found mercy.” I had an 
opportunity of tharking Dr. Peddie to-day 
for the great attention paid to Mrs. Jones 
by him. He, | understood, slept at Mr. 
Kentish’s three or four nights on her ac- 
count. I told him that the Missionary 
Society would gladly pay his bill. To this 
he most generously replied, ‘Sir, it is 
altogether an act of benevolence, and I 
should never forgive myself if 1 charged a 
farthing.” This was said with so much 
feeling, that 1 was almost as much grati- 
fied with the manner as with the act.— 
To-night I met the leaders in class, and 
we afterwards held the leaders’ meeting. 

Tuesday, 14th.—I spent some time with 
sister Jones, and in the evening preached 
in Ebenezer chapel, from ‘‘ Knowing in 
yourselves that ye have in heaven a better 
and an enduring substance: cast not away 
therefore your confidence, which hath 
great recompense of reward.” The fol- 
lowing is an extract from the “ Weekly 
Register” newspaper of this day: “ Mr. 
George Newbold, late mate of the mail 
boat Maria, arrived here on Saturday 
morning, from St. Bartholomew’s. He re- 
ports that he and the man who were saved 
in the boat of the Maria endeavoured 
to scull the boat to the vessel, but found 
it impossible to reach her, from the bois- 
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terous weather and heavy sea which was 
running, added to which, part uf the boat’s 
stern was stove in, and no proper place 
remained for sculling ; they, however, 
used every possible exertion to return, but 
were unsuccessful, and by next morning 
they had drifted down to the back of Ne- 
vis, where they were falien in with by a 
French sloop, which took them on board, 
and conveyed them to Saint Bartholo- 
mew’s.” 

Wednesday, 15th.— Mr. and Mrs. Mor- 
gan arrived this morning from Dominica, 
which place they left on Sunday morning 
last. We met in tears. At noon we went 
to see sister Jones, who, by the mercy of 
God, is fast recovering. In the afternoon 
I went to English Harbour; saw sister 
Hillier, who bears up under her affliction 
in a most Christian manner ; and at night, 
to a full chapel, I improved the afflicting 
dispensation. The chapel was hung with 
black, and most of the people appeared in 
mourning. It was a heart-rending time. 
The feelings of several were more than 
they could endure. The expressions of 
sorrow that every where meet the eye, or 
salute the ear, c:nnot be described. So 
great has been the demand for mourning, 
that it has taken an extensive rise in price, 
May this prove to many a godly sorrow, 
that shall work repentance unto eternal 
life! Then, indeed, the servants of God 
will not have died in vain. 

Thursday, 16th.—Early this morning 
one of our kind friends from St. Christo- 
pher’s called upon me. She gives a most 
affecting account of the affliction produced 
in that island by the wreck of the Maria. 
The following is from the St. Christo- 
pher’s Advertiser: “‘ With feelings of the 
deepest sorrow and concern, we have to 
record the loss of the mail boat Maria, 
captain Whitney, which sailed hence on 
the 25th ultimo for islands to windward.” 
After detailing some of the particulars 
above named, the editor goes on to state : 
““The premature and unhappy fate of so 
many persons, several of whom were well 
known and greatly esteemed in this island, 
has excited a deep and general feeling of 
commiseration throughout the communi- 
ty.” I spent part of this day with sister 
Hillier, and'in the evening improved once 
more this distressing event in our large 
and excellent new chapel at Willoughby 
bay. It was like all the rest, a season of 
tears ! 

Friday, 17th.—I left Willoughby bay 
early this morning, and reached St. John’s 
(12 or 14 miles) by breakfast time. In the 
forenoon I gave sister Jones a drive out. 
This is the first day she has been out since 
her affliction. For the first time alse ste 
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has appeared in the garb of a widow, and 
for the first time has seen Mr. Kentish 
since he was the instrument of saving her. 
These things considerably affected her, 
vet she is much recovered. 

I called at the office of the editor of 
“The Free Press” to-day, for the purpose 
of contradicting a mistake in his paper of 
Jast week. Writing concerning the wreck, 
with feeling for the sufferers and indig- 
nancy towards some who are represented 
to have seen the wreck without affording 
relief, he adds, “ Mr. Hillier, in a paroxysm 
of disappointment and despair, seeing they 
were thus bereft of the only probable chance 
of relief, on Thursday plunged into the sea 
and perished.” On being better informed, 
he regretted the error, and has written a 
paragraph contradicting it in a satisfactory 
manner. 

Saturday, 18th.—To-day the brethren 
Cox and Gartside arrived from Nevis, in 
obedience tothe summons of the chairman. 
They, with him, are to stand in the places, 
for the present, of the dear brethren who 
have so unexpectedly received their last, 
their best, and their eternal appointment. 
One of the brethren in St. Christopher’s is 
requested to go to Nevis to supply their 
places, and Mr. Grimshaw remains alone 
in Dorainica. 

Monday, March 20.—I have been em- 
ployed nearly the whole of this day in 
looking after the effects of dear brother 
Jones. I found it to be a painful duty. In 
the evening, after I reached St. John’s, I 
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spent some time with sister Jones, whe 
now is nearly well, and whose recovery 
is almost as astonishing as her deliverance 
from the wreck. O how strikingly is she 
a monument of divine mercy! The pro- 
fane are even constrained to acknowledge 
God in her case. A general feeling of 
sympathy and affection prevails. Some 
who did not look at the missionaries fa~- 
vourably when living, now speak well of 
them. ‘‘Oh! what a pity that so many 
good people have been taken from us !”—~ 
** What a loss to the island !” &c, are some 
of the exclamations which are to be heard. 
May God of his infinite merey grant that 
this great loss may be so felt as to awaken 
some to righteousness who are now stran- 
gers to it! 

Tuesday, March 21.—This morning I 
had the happiness to hear from Montser- 
rat. Blessed be God, all is well. It seems 
that they did not hear of my safe arrival 
at this island for a week, and were in 
much anxiety and constant prayer for me. 
I spent a little time to-day at the Mora- 
vian mission establishment, and was most 
kindly received. The brethren and sisters 
sympathize greatly with us in the loss 
which we have sustained. About noon I 
took an affecting leave of our dear sister 
Jones, and commended her to God and the 
word of his grace. We have had and stil! 
have a wish for her to take up her resi- 
dence with us in Montserrat; she, how- 
ever, now thinks her duty is to return 
home, as her husband is no more. 





NINTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE NEW-YORK METHODIST TRACT 
SOCIETY. 


To stir up one another’s ‘minds by 
way of remembrance” of what God has 
wrought, through the agency of fallible 
men, by the power of his gospel and his 
grace, is, to the pious, a great privilege, as 
well as a most sweet and solemn duty. It 
is under the influence of this truth, that the 
managers of the ‘“‘ New-York Methodist 
Tract Society” are encouraged to present 
their ninth annual report ; for they do not 
feel that they have much of a very deep 
interest to present, enly in as far as the 
moral condition of our land and world 
calls loud!y for redoubled action in every 
enterprise of benevolence. 

That the reign of darkness and sin is 
widely extended, and requires united and 
powerful exertions, must be most evident 
to every one, acquainted with the extended 
ruin of the pagan world, or with the state 
of morals in Christian lands, or even with 
the corruptions that are in the church of 
God. To this day itis most fearfully true, 


that, to an alarming and appalling extent, 
“darkness covers the earth, and gross 
darkness the people.” And it is a truth 
no less evident, that this darkness is to be 
chased away, by diffusing abroad the light 
of the “ glorious gospel of God ;” and that 
this moral wilderness is to become a fruit 
ful field, by feiling the trees, tilling the 
soil, and casting in the precious seed of 
the word. It is also a truth, equally clear, 
that one very important way of doing this 
work of the Lord extensively, is by the 
publication and circulation of religious 
tracts. 

The history of tracts is too well known 
to be detailed ina Christian assembly, and 
in a place where all the means of know- 
ledge on almost every subject connected 
with the state of the world, and the bene- 
volent efforts of Christians, are brought 
to every man’s door. It is probable that 
the devil, the great enemy of God and 
man, little thought, when he instigated the 
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infidel Illuminati of France to circulate 
small detached pieces against every moral 
and religious principle, that he was setting 
on foot a most powerful engine, which 
would so soon, and with such overwhelm- 
ing power, be turned against his own 
cause and kingdom in the world. The 
millions and millions of these little mes- 
sengers of mercy, which are now annually 
sent abroad into the world, are silently 
producing a most powerful influence in 
favour of Christ and his salvation. 

It is now quite too late in the day of 
this world’s history, to object to the cir- 
culation of tracts, on the ground that they 
will do no good. The time was, when 
such an objection might seem to have some 
appearance of plausibility ; but in the face 
of all that has been done by the means of 

racts, for a professed Christian to pretend 
tuat it is either labour or money thrown 
away to print and circulate them, shows a 
heart cold and indifferent, if not ‘‘ twice 
dead and plucked up by the roots.” Do 
we not know that the enemy’s camp has 
suffered much from these small arms? 
perhaps more than by some heavy pieces 
of artillery which had before been brought 
to bear against it. They have doubtless 
proved a more powerful preventive to in- 
fidelity, especially among the lower class, 
than all the laboured essays which the 
world has ever seen. In how many in- 
stances have the careless been awakened 
simply by reading a tract, and have found 
peace only by believing in the Lord Jesus 
Christ! How many revivals of religion, 
in which many souls have been born unto 
God, have been kindled through the influ- 
ence of religious tracts! how much dark- 
ness dissipated, and how many doubts 
removed by the same means! How many 
in fields of difficult and hazardous labour, 
have been stimulated to more faith, more 
activity and determined perseverance, by 
simply reading a tract, detailing the diffi- 
culties, dangers, trials, hardships, success 
and triumphs of some holy disciples of 
other days! That many such instances 
have been the result of tract-reading, isa 
fact, which ought to be known and read 
of all who love our Lord and his cause.— 
But to make a full and correct estimate of 
all the good done by tracts, we must con- 
tent ourselves with waiting till the scenes 
of the last judgment shall be disclosed, and 
the rewards of charity, and the final re- 
sult of things shall be proclaimed to the 
assembled universe. While the history 
of tract operations furnishes us annually 
with so many who have been brought to 
the liberty wherewith Christ makes his 
children free, and since we know the sal- 
vation of one soul is worth more than the 
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whole material universe, we cannot for a 
moment doubt the utility of tracts. In 
this view, truly, it is no marvel, that so 
many warm-hearted Christians have taken 
so strong and lively an interest in the 
tract cause. The greater marvel is, that 
any one who has named the name of Jesus, 
and who loves that name, should doubt 
and hesitate, and refuse actively to labour, 
in a cause so highly and manifestly mark- 
ed with divine approbation. The mana- 
gers hardly see how a man, if he is a child 
of God, and loves the souls of men, can 
justify himself in neglecting this great and 
good work. It is so simple and easy a 
way to do good, that any one may engage 
in it. Who cannot give away a tract 2 
Who cannot pray for a blessing upon it, 
when given in the name of a disciple ? 

On the design of this society the mana- 
gers deem it unnecessary to say much.— 
{t was organized for the purpose of dis- 
seminating the pure doctrines of the gos- 
pel, of driving away the mists of error, of 
enlightening the mind; in a word, of en- 
couraging Christians, and of bringing lost 
sinners to Christ. Its design then must be 
acceptable to God, and approved of all 
good men. That this society has not done 
more, is matter of regret to your managers; 
but still they have great: reason to bless 
God that it ha- done something. As near 
as your managers have been able to ascer- 
tain from the minutes of the committee of 
distribution, there have been distributed 
upwards of ninety-two thousand pages of 
tracts, besides about two hundred thou- 
sand pages sold by the book agents, during 
the past year. Many of these seeds of 
mercy have been sown in such fields as 
the navy yard, sabbath schools, stores and 
shops open on the sabbath day, state pri- 
son, almshouse, and penitentiary. Others 
have been scattered in the state of Penn- 
sylvania, in the island of St. Domingo, 
and in the territory of Michigan. Now 
it is by no means unreasonable to con- 
clude, that some of these may prove a word 
in season to some poor abandoned sinner, 
and be the means of raising him up to a 
throne of glory in the heavens. Others 
may reclaim a backslider, and bring him 
back to the fold of Jesus ; and others may 
stimulate the almost despairing heart of 
some labourer, and thus be the means of 
the outpouring of the Divine Spirit, and 
the salvation of many souls. 

Your managers think there are reasons 
for continuance in this work of well-doing, 
not only from the facts that something 
has been done, and that much is now do- 
ing in it ; but also from the fact, that there 
is yet remaining much to be done in this 
single field of pious effort. Many tracts 
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are wanting io supply the uncultivated 
places in these United States, in the ter- 
ritories of the West and South, in the 
West Indies, in Mexico, and in South 
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America. The field is large,—it is the 
world,—and it demands all your efforts, 
and the active exertions of every lover 8 
the souls of lost sinners. 





CHEROKEE 


MISSION. 


Letter from the Rev. Richard J. Neely to the Corresponding Secretary of the Missionary Society 
of the M. E.Church, dated Chattuga District, Cherokee Nation, August 7, 1826. 


Rev. AND DEAR Sir,—In compliance 
with what I cenceive to be a duty, as well 
as a distinguished privilege, I again take 
my pen to state to you, and to the 
Missionary Society of the Methodist E. 
Church through yoo, as their correspond- 
ing secretary, some of the most important 
and interesting circumstances which have 
transpired, within the bounds of this mis- 
sion, since my last communication. 

Contrary to my expectation, and to 
what I communicated to you in mine of 
the last of May, I have the mortification to 
say, that I failed in getting an interpreter, 
to travel with and interpret for me. The 
brother whom] expected to interpret could 
not arrange his business so as to admit of 
his absence at present. How long this 
will be the case I cannot say, or whether 
I shall be enabled to get an interpreter 
during the current conference year, I 
know not; but Iam inclined to think it 
wil be out of my power. 

Though disappointed relative to an in- 
terpreter, our congregations, (in places 
where it is thought advisable to preach 
without one,) are in general as large as 
they were when we had one. And though 
in some places they are even larger, still I 
am very sure that a good interpreter would 
be a great blessing to most of the congre- 
gations; and had we one, I could preach 
at many places where, as it is, I cannot. 

Our meetings have generally been good ; 
seriousness and soiemnity have visibly 
rested on the congregations ; while many 
have appeared to be deeply interested in 
the truths delivered. 

Ihave recently admitted thirty members 
as probationers, into the church ; baptized 
fourteen infants and one adult ; and there 
are many more who appear serious, and 
have manifested some desire to connect 
themselves with the church of God. 

On the 8th and 9th of July, the Rev. 
Wm. M‘Mahan, our superintendent, had 
a quarterly meeting at the Upper Mission. 
Ifere we had the misfortune (if indeed it 
be one) to have our meeting-house burnt 
the evening before our quarterly meeting 
began ; in consequence of which we were 
compelled to hold our meeting in the grove. 
The congregation was tolerably large, and 
gtive very good attention during the exer- 

Vor. 1x. October, 1826. 


cises of the meeting. Many whoattended 
on the occasion appeated to be rationally 
convinced of the great necessity of a 
change of heart, in order to the enjoy- 
ment of real bliss in this, as well as in the 
future world. Several came forward un- 
der the character of mourners, and re- 
quested an interest in the prayers of the 
pious. 

On the sabbath of this meeting, for the 
first time at this place, the sacrament of 
the Lord’s supper was administered to 
twenty-one communicants, who appeared 
to be deeply convinced of the importance 
of what they were doing. 

At this meeting eight adults and four 
infants were solemnly dedicated to Al- 
mighty God in the holy ordinance of bap- 
tism ; and I humbly hope the fruits of it 
will be seen many days hence. 

In consequence of the feeble and Accli- 
ning state of brother F. A. Owen’s health, 
it was thought imprudent for him to re-. 
turn to, and take charge of the school at 
the Upper Mission: and it being injudi- 
cious to discontinue the school, his place 
was supplied by the Rev. Geo. W. Morris. 
This school is stilt in a flourishing condi- 
tion; and the children are progressing 
rapidly in reading, writing, and arithmetic. 

I have stated above that our meeting- 
house at this mission was burnt, the even- 
ing before our meeting began. Of this I 
might have said nothing, but that I have 
it in my power to add, that on the next 
Thursday week the brethren and neigh- 
bours joined and built a very decent good, 
house, 20 by 26 feet. And let it be re- 
marked, that this house will cost the Mis- 
sionary Society nothing. 

Connected with this, by permission 1 
will state, that at one of my preaching 
places on the Caunausauga river, the 
neighbours joined and built a very decent, 
good, comfortable meeting-house, 24 feet 
square ; and provided every accommo- 
dation necessary for it to be used as 2 
house of worship. This they did previ- 
ously to my ever having preached there, 
of their own accord, for their own accom- 
modation, and not in the name, nor for 
the use of any particular society, to the 
exclusion of another: but they had a de- 

finite understanding among themstlves, 
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that it was and should be free for all re- 
gular ministers of the gospel. Their mo- 
tive for it was, that being within about 
25 miles of the white settlements, they 
thought that if a meeting-house was 
erected by them, on such principles, the 
ministers in general would bestow some 
attention on them, and visit and preach for 
them, whenever it might be convenient. 
Recently they have hired a gentleman to 
teach school for them in this house ; and 
now have a schoo! of eighteen scholars in 
operation. Capt. David M‘Nair and my- 
self visited this school last week, and 
heard each scholar say a lesson. The 
teacher appears to understand his busi- 
ness ; has introduced good order and re- 
gulations among his scholars, and keeps 
them very steadily to their books. 

I Have named these circumstances to 
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show you in particular, and the Christian 
world through you, that the field here is 
white and ready to harvest; that the har- 
vest truly is great, but that the labourers 
are few ; and that in these places, as well 
as others here that I could name, their 
language is, ‘‘Come over and help us.” 
These circumstances are surely very en- 
couraging to those who have formed them- 
selves into societies to assist in sending 
the gospel of the grace of God to the desti- 
tute, and to those who have been in moral 
darkness, and in the valley and shadow of 
spiritual death, from time immemorial. 
They are surely omens of good, and the 
harbingers of civilization, improvement, 
and religion ; and that more may be real- 
ized by us, than is now fondly anticipated, 
is the prayer of your brother in Christ, 
RionarD J. NEELY: 


MISSISAUGA INDIANS. 
Letter from the Rey. William Case to the Editors, dated Kingston, U. Canada, June 30, 1820. 


Dear Breturen,—lIn my last, a few 
days since, was announced the conversion 
of another body of Missisauga Indians, 
and that 22 had received Christian bap- 
tism, and were received into society.— 
This letter will detail to you a farther ac- 
count of these people, as connected with 
the campmeeting at Adolphustown, which 
commenced the 15th and closed the 19th 
instant. 

After the baptism of the native converts 
at Bellville, the 31st May, and having been 
strengthened in their faith by the pious 
exhortations of brother Jones, who came 
down from the river Credit to assist on the 
occasion, the good work appears to have 
gained additional strength, and now and 
then an awakened soul was brought out 
of the sorrows of mourning into the joys 
of the Saviour. As these brethren had 
signified a wish to be present at the camp- 
meeting, they were encouraged to attend, 
expecting that at a woods meeting, these 
children of the forest might not feel them- 
selves less at home than théy had done in 
the chapel at Bellville : it was hoped, too, 
that their faith might receive additional 
strength from a communion of so nume- 
rous a body of Christians of their white 
brethren. A portion of ground* was ac- 

* This encampment was situated in a most 
delightful and healthy part of the country, upon 
the north bank of Carnahan’s bay, which deeply 
indents Adolphustown on the west. Opening in 
a broad view of the Bay of Quinte, and connect- 
ed with its deep waters, it afforded a convenient 
Janding for the steamboat and other vessels. 
The ground for the encampment was enclosed 
by a gun fence, made high and strong, with two 
openings only, and these were secured by gates, 
wifith were opened and shut at pleasure. By this 


cordingly assigned them, in the rear of the 
tents of the whites, but within the enclo- 
sure, that they might be as much as pos- 
sible secure from the gaze of curiosity. 
By Thursday afternoon of the 15th a line 
of tents had nearly filled the first circle 
within the fence, and the exercises of 
singing and prayer had commenced with 
spirit in different parts of the ground. We 
were now informed that the Missisauga 
fleet was in sight, when a few of us re- 
paired to the shore, to welcome our new 
friends, and conduct them into the en- 
campment. We found between 50 and 60 
landing from their bark cances.{ Their 


precaution the watch were able to keep out any 
drunken persons, should such be disposed to dis- 
turb such meetings. About one hundred yards 
from the camp was an overflowing spring of coo} 
waters, which running from a sandy soil, were 
very sweet and healthful. During the night, 
lights were kept up, by inflammable wood placed 
about six feet from the ground, and in situations 
to illuminate the whole encampment. The fires 
appear also to have rendered harmless the night 
damps, for we have known no instance of ill 
health occasioned by these meetings in this place. 
On the contrary, numbers, we understand, have 
gone out of our villages with a feeble habit, 
whose health has been improving ever since. 
Probably an airy ride has been to their advan- 
tage, but the drinking freely at so pure a foun- 
tain, for several days, together with the respira- 
tion of unconfined air, and the gentle, reviving 
breezesof a summer month, could hardly fail to 
induce a better state of health. 

+ These canoes are the work of the natives, and 
display considerable ingenuity. Being made 
wholly of white cedar and bark taken from the 
birch, they are very light, and easily conveyed, oi 
the heads of the natives,from one river to another. 
The ribs are of cedar, three inches wide and balf 
an inch in thickness, variously bent to form the 
hull of the vessel. These serve the purpose of 
knees for supporting other strips of cedar put on 
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firniture of cooking utensils, guns, spears, 
&c, were taken out, with barks for cover- 
ing their wigwams, their blankets rolled 
up, and all prepared to be borne on the 
heads of the squaws. When all were in 
readiness, the Indians tuok each a canoe, 
reversed, upon his head,—the squaws in 
the rear,—and the whole body advanced 
in Indian file to the encampment. | 

We had previously caused all the exer- 
cises to cease, not knowing what effect so 
many voices in different parts of the 
camp might have on the minds of the na- 
tives, who were unacquainted with such 
a scene; and we wished, too, that the 
entrance of the natives into a Christian 
encampment for the first time, might be 
witnessed by the whole congregation. 
Two of the preachers having been placed 
at the head of the file, the party entered 
the camp, some of the men bearing canoes 
on their heads, others the guns and spears, 
and the women their burdens of blankets 
and barks. As but few of the congrega- 
tion knew that the Indians had arrived, 
their sudden appearance in this equipage 
created considerable emotion. The first 
was that of astonishment. They gazed 
with amazement: then reflecting on the 
former wild and wretched state of this 
people, contrasted with their present hope- 
ful condition, and remembering their ma- 
ny prayers for the heathen, and seeing too 
their petitions fulfilled before them, sur- 
prise gave place to feeling of gratitude and 
delight ; they broke forth into praises, 
and gave glory to God for the salvation 
of the heathen. 

When they had arrived at that part 
of the ground which had been assigned to 
the use of the natives, laying down their 
burdens, they all kneeled and prayed for 
some time, the pious of the whites joining 
in the petitions for God’s blessing on these 
strangers, and that this gracious work might 
spread through all the wilds of America. 

In building their camp, the natives 
formed it an oblong, with their canoes, 
placing them at the same time on the 
sides reclining inward to form a part of 
their shelter. Poles with one end in the 
ground, and leaning over the canoes, sup- 
ported a roof of barks above. This com- 
pleted their covert, to shelter them from 
lengthwise, in the usual mode of planking. Over 
all is a sheathing of birch bark, similar to the 
copper sheathing which secures the bottom of 
shipping. With thongs of the cedar root the 
whole, catching the ribs and the bark, is sewed 
to the raves, which forms the finish of the vessel. 
‘Fhe canoes employed in the Northwest trade 
are large, carrying from three to six tons; but 
those used by the natives in these parts are about 
twelve feet long and three feet wide: they are 


very convenient for the conveyance of a single 
family. and if neceseary will carry 6 or & nten. 
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the rains. The smoke from the fires in 
the centre escaped through the uncovered 
space above. Their mats of bark unrolled 
were then spread beneath the shelter, and 
served the double purpose of carpeting 
andcouches. The number of adults which 
occupied this camp was 41; their children 
about 17; in all 58. Of the adults about 
28 had given evidence of a change of 
heart, two of whom officiated as exhorters, 
The remaining 13 appeared somewhat se- 
rious ; you will hear more of them at the 
conclusion of the meeting. 

The natives being encamped by them- 
selves, their meetings were generally held 
apart from the whites, except in the public 
preaching, when a portion of the seats on 
the right of the stand was reserved for 
theiruse. At the conclusion of each ser- 
vice, the leading points of the sermon 
were delivered to the red brethren, being 
interpreted by William Beaver, one of the 
Indian exhorters. On several occasions 
the exhorters were called on to address 
their brethren in their own language.— 
The first exhortation was given on Friday, 
by Wm. Beaver, and from the peculiar 
earnestness of his manner, and the solem- 
nity of his voice, together with the effect 
it appeared to produce on the minds of 
the natives, we judged the discourse to be 
powerful and awakening, for many wept, 
and some appeared to have been awakened 
from this time to seek a change of heart. 
On Saturday and Sunday the congregation 
was large, we judged between three and 
four thousand. Much order was observed, 
and great attention paid throughout the 
public services, but more especially when 
the native exhorters spoke. They were 
beard with profound attention, and spoke 
with fluency, ‘for some time. When Beaver 
had concluded, we desired him to inform 
us what he had been saying. After an 
apology for his bad English, he said, ‘I 
tell °em they must all turn away from sin ; 
that the Great Spirit will give ’em new 
eyes to see, new ears to hear good things ; 
new heart to understand, and sing, and 
pray; allnew! I tell’em squaws, they 
must wash ’em blanket clean—must cook 
’em victuals clean like white woman :— 
they must all live in peace, worship God, 
and love one another. Then,” with a 
natural motion of the hand and arm, as if 
to level an uneven surface, he added, “‘ the 
Good Spirit make the ground all smooth 
before you.” During the meeting the 
pious Indians took an aetive part in the 
prayermeetings, in behalf of the mourners, 
someimes among the whites, but mostly 
among themselves ; and it was principally 
by their means that the thirteen who came. 
to the ground unconverted, were brought 
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to the knowledge of the truth. At the 
close of the campmeeting, every Indian on 
the ground appeared to be happy in the 
Saviour’s love. By constant labours and 
frequent exercises of faith in prayer, seve- 
ral of the Indian brethren became very 
skilful in this mode of labour, and it was 
very striking to see the answers to their 
prayers in behalf of mourning penitents. 
On some occasions their faith was such, 
and their prayers so powerful, that the 
hearts of bystanders were melted, though 
they could not understand a word 

On Monday the eucharist was adminis- 
tered, when several hundreds partook in 
the holy ordinance. The solemnity was 
great, and many were comforted in this 
joyful hour ; yef our native brethren ap- 
peared to enjoy the greatest share of the 
Diyine blessing. The late converts having 
signified their desire to receive Christian 
baptism, 21 adults were presented at the 
altar, as candidates for the ordinance.— 
One of the ministers present having ex- 
plained to them, by an interpreter, the na- 
ture and design of the ordinance, we pro- 
ceeded to propose the apostles’ creed and 
the covenant, by the same interpreter, to 
all which with great solemnity they seve- 
rally assented in the Chipewa ‘ Yooch.” 
Baptism was then admistered, and after- 
wards the communion, During these ex- 
ercises their minds were considerably 
affected, and some of them so much as to 
be unable to stand, and were borne from 
the altar in the arms of their friends.— 
Alter the meeting was concluded, we re- 
paired to the Indian camp, and adminis- 
tered baptism to 10 children of the believ- 
ing Indians. The whole number of con- 
verts now belonging to this tribe, and who 
have received Christian baptism, is 43— 
and 21 children. 

This campmeeting we consider to have 
been, in some respects, one of the greatest 
we have witnessed in this country. We 
could not estimate the number present on 
the sabbath at less than three thousand ; 
many good judges think there were at 
least four. Notwithstanding this multi- 
tude, good order prevailed throughout the 
assembly, and great attention was given 
to the'word preached. The effects resulting 
from the exercises have apparently been 
greater than usual. It is ascertained that 
about ninety persons professed to expe- 
rienee a change during the meeting; and 
beside, an impulse was given to religious 
feeling, in neighbourhoods which have 
heretofore shown great indifference to the 
subject. Many left the ground under 
strong feelings of conviction, who, we 
hope, will be brought to a saving change. 
The marked attention and serious deport- 
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ment of the multitude we attribute to 
several causes. The improved state of 
religious society, which is apparent in this 
part of the country, together with the 
general awakenings which have prevailed 
during the past year, have had their influ- 
ence to check disorder. The precautions 
in preparing the ground, together with the 
vigilance of the watch by night and day, 
must be considered essential to good 
order. But, most of all, an unusual degree 
of spiritual influence attended the exer- 
cises. The inspiration of the Holy Ghost 
appeared to engage the pious in prayer, 
strengthening their faith, and filling their 
hearts with joy and peace, and overawed 
the multitude. The decent and orderly 
deportment of the Indians, too, was a 
standing reproof to illmanners. The so- 
lemn attention which these natives paid to 
every point of religious order, could but 
be admired by all ; and their devotions in 
a barbarous language, hitherto unknown 
in these parts in the worship or God, all 
contributed to engage attention and pro- 
mote the solemnity of the services. As yet 
these Indian brethren have but one, hymn 
they can sing, and they know but one tune. 
This they sing and sing, over and over, as 
if to them it was always good and always 
new. Some of their voices are remarkably 
melodious, and being softened and refined 
by the meltings of Divine grace, their 
singing is quite delightful. To give you 
a specimen of their language, I insert the 
first and fourth verses of the first and only 
hymn this tribe of the Missisaugas ever 
sung. It consists of four verses, and is a 
translation of the four first verses of the 
first hymn in our Hymn-book. 
1. “« O a pa kish ke che go twak 
Nege a ne she na paig 
Che na na ka moota wa wat 
Tng ke sha mon ne toom.” 
4. “ Wune sa o kee ma ma she an 
Ma che ma ne too wish 
Kee pe se qua pe na moo nunk 
Koo se non o me squeem.””* 
I will conclude my remarks on the na- 
tives by the relation of an anecdote. 
Jacob Peter, a sprightly youth about 18 
years of age, belonging to this tribe, be- 
came pious about a year ago, at a camp- 
meeting held on the same ground. He 
has since been very zealous in behalf of 
his nation, and frequently exhorts with 
fluency and acceptance among his people. 
A few weeks since, Jacob with a number 
of his brethren attended an anniversary of 
the Missionary Society at Demorestsville. 
In the evening several of the white inha- 
bitants gathered in to witness the devotions 


* The letter a@ marked thus a, has the Italian 
sound asin father, and has neartv the sound of a 
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of the Indians., who had assembled by 
themselves for prayermeeting. Esq. D. 
being present, requested Jacob to speak a 
few words to the English by way of ex- 
hortation. Jacob arose, and in broken 
but plain English, addressed them thus : 

‘*You white people have the gospel 
great many years. You have the Bible 
too, suppose you sometimes read it—but 
you very wicked. Suppose some very 
zood people, but great many wicked. You 
get drunk—you tell lies—you break the 
sabbath.” Then pointing to his brethren, 
he added, ‘‘ But these Indians, they hear 
the word only a little while—they can’t 
read the Bible, but they become good right 
away. They no more get drunk—no more 
tell lies—they keep the sabbath day. To 
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us Indians it seems very strange that you 
have missionary so many years, and you 
su many rogues yet. The Indians hear 
missionary only little while, and we all 
turn Christians.” 

Jacob, with two more boys of his age, 
has lately gone to the school on the Grand 
river, to join the three sent there the last 
winter. A great field is opening for use- 
fulness among this people. It is indeed 
already white for the harvest. In my next, 
which I hope to forward you soon, will be 
given some interesting facts relative to 
the origin and progress of this glorious 
work. 

I remain, very affectionately, your fel- 
low labourer in the gospel of Christ. 

WiLuiaM Case, 


Setu SMITH. 


OBITUARY. 


— 
DEATH OF MR. SETH SMITH. 
To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 
By inserting the following short account of a pious member of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, you will oblige those readers of the Magazine who reside in this section 


of the ehurch. 

Utica, N. Y., July 15, 1826. 

Sern Smirtn, the subject of the follow- 
ing memoir, was born in Hartford, Con- 
necticut, on the 7th of April, 1777. At 
what period he removed to this part of the 
country, I have not the means at present 
of knowing. My acquaintance with him 
commenced in the summer of 1816, at 
which time a gracious work of God was 
prevailing in the town and neighbourhood 
where he resided. He, with scores of 
his neighbours, bowed to the sceptre of 
mercy, and found peace in believing.— 
Though, in point of morality, his previous 
life had been considered unexceptionable, 
yet from this time he began, in good 
earnest, to lead a new life ;—to devote 
himself to God and his agreeable service. 

From the time he made a public profes- 
sion of religion, his conduct was so uni- 
formly pious and consistent with the law 
of Christ, that no doubts were entertained 
by his acquaintances of the genuineness 
of his Christian experience. Such was the 
confidence reposed in him by his brethren, 
that he was appointed a steward, in the 
Westmoreland circuit ; which office he 
filled to the satisfaction of the church, for 
a number of years, and to the day of his 
death. For the last two years his health 
has been constantly declining. The nature 
of his complaint has not been defined by 
the physicians, and it is presumed that its 
real character is not known. But what- 
ever was the character of the disease, it 
gradually wasted him away. 


Z. Pappock. 


The closing scene, with brother Smith, 
was just what would be naturally expected 
by those who were acquainted with his 
Christian character : it was peaceful ; yea, 
more, it was happy ;—it was triumphant. 
Like the Christian hero, calm and un- 
daunted, he viewed the gradual but cer- 
tain approach of “‘ the last enemy.” Phi- 
losophy, with all its boasted power, never 
yet conducted any one of its blinded vo- 
taries, with a thousandth part of the same 
ease, down to ‘‘ the dark valley.” 

As the angel of death, who for a long 
time was hovering about hin, appeared at 
seasons, in the eye of hope, to be receding, 
both brother S. and his friends judged it 
their duty to do what they could to pro- 
long his life and restore his health. At 
length, however, all hopes of his recovery 
were abandoned. Still, he did not feel 
that perfect detachment from the world, 
and entire willingness to leave these mor- 
tal shores, which he anxiously desired, 
In consequence of this, he requested a 
special prayermeeting at his house. Ac- 
cordingly a few select praying friends met 
and supplicated a throne of heavenly grace 
in bis behalf. God was entreated, and 
granted him complete victory ;—granted 
him all bis heart desired. From this time 
he was in a frame of mind the most plea- 
sant conceivable. He constantly wore a 
heavenly smile upon his countenance, and 
talked about death with as much compo- 
sure asa man weuld talk about his friend. 
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** Death, the last enemy,” was in prospect 
fully vanquished ; and his passage to the 
skies appeared, in his strong eye of faith, 
perfectly unobstructed. 

About a week before his death, a sister 
who had called to see him, asked him if 
he did not feel disagreeably when he 
thought of not being able again to walk 
through his fields and to survey his pos- 
sessions. He replied, “‘I do not wish to 
hear any thing respecting that : the enemy 
has been trying to trouble me about these 
things; but I have given them all up to the 
Lord.” During his sickness he manifested 
the greatest solicitude for his family, and 
ep requested his children to visit 

is grave, which he had directed to be dug 
near his house, as often as once a week, 
that they might thereby call to remem- 
brance his advice and religious instruction. 
Next to his family, his brethren in the 
church lay nearest his heart. One day he 
said to his sister, “‘I hope you and the 
members of society generally, will endea- 
your so to live, that I may meet you all in 
the kingdom of heaven.” A day or two 
before his death, as he lay upon his bed 
looking out at the door, he saw a cloud 
rising: ‘‘ How beautiful,” said he to his 
wife, ‘* that cloud appears! I had hoped, 
before this time, to be beyond it.” 

The day on which he died he wished to 
be helped up, that he might sit in his chair. 


DEATH OF 


MRS. SYLVIA 


Death of Mrs. Sytvia SquirEs. 


His wife expressed a fear that it might 
occasion him too much fatigue. ‘‘ No,” 
said he, ‘‘I am very happy, soul and body.” 
Soon after this a young lady, who resided 
in the neighbourhood, called and said, 
‘‘Mr. Smith, you are quite miserable !” 
“O no,” he replied, ‘“‘ lam quite happy !” 
After laying down he said, ‘‘ It will not 
be long before I shall meet my dear bro- 
ther in heaven ;” alluding to a worthy 
brother of his, who died about two years 
before, of nearly the same complaint. He 
lay composed for some time, when it was 
observed that he was fast failing, and his 
friends gathered around his bed. Fixing 
his eyes upon his brother, who stood at 
the foot of the bed, he said, ‘* Brother, 
farewell!” which were the last words he 
spoke. He remained speechless a few 
hours, and died about 10 o’clock in the 
evening of Friday, the 7th of July, 1826, 
in the 50th year of his age. 

Thus lived and thus died a man, whose 
uniform piety, exemplary conduct, libe- 
rality to the poor, and in support of the 
gospel, render his loss to the neighbour- 
hood almost irreparable. A funeral dis- 
course on Heb. xiii, 14, was addressed 
to a large and weeping congregation, on 
Lord’s-day the 9th July, and his mortal 
remains committed to the gloomy reposi- 
tory of the dead, there to remain till 
awaked by Gabriel’s tramp. 


SQUIRES. 


To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 

Rev. Sirs,—Should you be of the opinion that the memoir of the late Mrs. Squires 
may afford religious edification to your numerous readers, by inserting it in the Ma- 
gazine you will much gratify the friends of the deceased in this country, and afford 
information to the relatives in Connecticut, Vermont, and Rochester, N. Y. 


Murray, U. Canada, March, 1826. 


Sytvia Squires, late consort of Mr. 
Ichabod Squires, was born in Sharon, 
€onnecticut, Nov. 18, 1759. At what 
period they removed to Upper Canada, or 
by what means she was brought to the 
knowledge of God, we are not informed ; 
but she became a member of the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church in Loughborough in 
1800. From those who have been ac- 
quainted with sister Squires, during her 
Christian course, we learn, that during the 
twenty-five years she remained a member 
of the church, her deportment was such, 
that no impeachment or disciplinary course 
was ever thought necessary, for any im- 
propriety. In the late inflammatory fever, 
which swept away many of the inhabit- 
ants of this township, Mrs. Squires was 
seized, and died after an illness of nine 
days. tis believed by her friends, that 


Yours, truly, W. Case. 


her illness was brought on by too much 
labour and solicitude, during the sickness 
of her son Gibbs. He being in an irreli- 
gious state, the first symptoms of an at- 
tack of the fever awakened all the feelings 
of concern and affection in the mother, 
and she immediately attended him, nor 
scarcely left his bedside, praying, and ex- 
horting him, night and day, till she had 
good reason to believe, by his penitence 
and subsequent deliverance from his bur- 
den and sorrow, that his peace was made 
with God. When this happy event took 
place, she became remarkably happy in 
her mind ; for in proportion to her fears 
and anxiety for the salvation of her son, 
was her joy when she saw that her son 
was blest and happy in the Lord. She 
praised God, and rejoiced greatly for his 
goodness in this farther instance of his 
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mercy to her family. Her cup seemed 
full and running over. 

The next day she was taken with the 
same complaint, inflammatory fever, and 
from the severity of the attack, the con- 
sequences were soon perceived. In the 
eommencement of her affliction she was, 
from the nature of her disorder, in a state 
of stupor ; but after three days she was 
relieved from this state, when she became 
exceedingly happy, and spake to her friends 
and children of the goodness of God, and 
as she thought their condition required, 
she cautioned, and warned, and encour- 
aged them in the way to heaven. 

Many interesting circumstances might 
be noticed, which would go to show how 
deeply concerned was this pious woman 
for the cause of religion, and for the wel- 
fare of the society of which she was a 
member ; but our time does not admit of 
along detail. One circumstance, how- 
ever, should not be passed over. When 
she was recovered from her stupor and 
partial derangement, she desired that the 
two leaders of the society might-be called 
in, to whom she expressed her gratitude 
and satisfaction for their labours of love 
in the society ; farther expressed her 
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strong attachment and love to dear Chris- 
tian friends whom she was about to leave, 
and exhorted the leaders to faithfuiness as 
good shepherds over their flocks, that 
they might be able to render up their ac- 
counts with joy in a coming day. She 
wished them to have an especial charge 
over the spiritual interests of her children, 
and hoped their religious meetings would 
not be removed from the house of her 
daughter. To all present the scene was 
very affecting. The triumph of a dying 
Christian, delivering her last charge to her 
household and Christian friends, on a 
subject of such importance, and with a 
manner so earnest and melting, made a 
deep impression, and we trust will have 
a lasting effect on many who were present 
on the occasion. 

Such was the happy state of her mind, 
during most of the time of her illness, that 
she would frequently break forth in escta- 
sies of joy, and love to her Saviour. From 
her slumbers she would rouse up, with 
‘* Glory to God for redeeming love! oh, 
glorious hope of blessed immortality !” In 
this state she expired, November 14,1825, 
aged 66 yearse 





DEATH OF MRS. JANE HETHERINGTON. 
To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 

Dear BRETHREN,—Others with myself, earnestly solicit a place in the Magazine 
for the following obituary sketch, as the subject was cne who was well reported of 
for good works—had brought up children, lodged strangers, washed the saints’ feet, 
relieved the afflicted ; and as far as was in her power, diligently followed every good 


work. 
Giles C. H., Va., August 26, 1826. 


Jane HETHERINGTON was born in Ire- 
land. Her parents were Presbyterians, 
and she was consequently brought up in 
the faith of that church. Becoming ac- 
quainted with the Methodists, and hear- 
ing the word of the Lord expounded by 
their ministers, her soul was awakened, 
and her conscience alarmed in such a 
manner, that she was caussd to flee for 
refuge to the bleeding wounds of the great 
Redeemer, whence her sin-sick soul de- 
rived a healing balm, and a cordial for all 
her fears From the time of her espousal 
to her Lord to the end of her pilgrimage 
on earth, she maintained a life of extra- 
ordinary piety ; was eminent for the 
strength and simplicity of her faith; the 
fervency of her spiritual affection ; and for 
her faithfulness in improving the means of 
grace, as well as for a life of general de- 
votedness to Christ and to the church. 

About twelve years ago, Mrs. Hether- 
fhgton, with her husband Hugh Hether- 


T. Bice. 


ington, emigrated to the United States. 
After residing a while in Pennsylvania, 
they removed to the state of Virginia, and 
settled at a place called the Irish Settle- 
ment, in Giles county. Here she resided 
about ten years, doing and suffering the 
will of her Lord and Master ; and having 
finished the work assigned her on earth, 
she departed this life in peace on the 11th 
day of June, 1826. The Thursday pre- 
vious to her death, bzing the day for ¢ 

cuit preaching in the neighbourhood, a 
messenger came to the congregation with 
word that Mother Hetherington was dy- 
ing ;—requesting the preacher to attend 
immediately after sermon. When he ar- 
rived, he found the aged mother extremely 
low, scarcely able to breathe, but strong 
in the faith, and patiently waiting the 
coming of the Lord, to wipe away his 
servant’s tears, and call his exile home. 
While she survived, her bodily sufferings 
were great; but instead of complaining, 
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she said, “ It is the Lord, shall I not bear 
it?” and frequently was she constrained 
to rejoice, in inexpresible ecstasy. Friday 
morning, she requested the minister to 
tome near her bed, and with the family, 
and all present, to attend prayers. During 
the exercise, her soul was filled with tri- 
umphant joy. When prayers were over, 
she called her family and friends to the 
bedside, that they might rejoice with her. 
Seeing a friend stand at a distance, she 
beckoned to him to come near, and then 
taking him by the hand, repeated several 
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times, with much earnestness, ‘* William ! 
follow me to heaven.” 

Thus she continued suffering submis- 
sively, and at intervals rejoicing, till Sa- 
turday morning, when her happy spirit 
took its glorious flight to the world of im- 
mortality ; there to know sorrow no more 
forever. Her funeral was attended by a 
large number of friends and neighbours, 
whose seriousness and tears manifested 
their deep sense of their loss. A sermon 
was delivered by T. R. from 1 Cor. xv, 
56, 57. 


POETRY. 


-—P— 


THE SABBATH MUSE. 
A beautiful extract from a Poem lately published in Louden. 
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* If sun, and moon, and stars unchanging stood, 
In the blue concave and the stagnant skies 
¥or ever shone the same, ’twere still, I deem, 
An honour to the mighty Architect 
That orbs of such illustrious mould were fixed 
To bear the pillars of his throne upon 
‘Fheir stationary globes; nor could it be 
Accounted other than the work of Him 
Who is Almighty; but appointed thus, 
As on a ceaseless mission, to career 
‘Fhrough space, none interfering with the rest, 
But oach, and all, in long procession taught 
'Fo journey o’er the clear celestial road, 
While Time his own existence measures by 
‘The steadfast course they keep ; this is more proof 
‘Khan man could look to have; yet having it 
He dares to disavow the strong appeal ! 
If in a still creation, such as I 
Have fancied, any mortal should dispute, 
As sure he would, when he can now presume 
‘Fhy works as not of Thee, thou Sovereign Lord, 
And from thy hand a touch, or from tay lips 
A word resounding through the shores of space 
Should move those masses of enormous fire, 
Would he not prostrate fall, and pardon crave, 
And worship offer straight ? And should it less 
Convince him, that for ages they have held 
‘Their way, increasing, and majestical ? 
O shame to boasted mind! that it can gaze 
On restless myriads in the lofty arch, 
Bringing our day, and night, and seasons round, 
Yet from the little fabric of its pride {ing !” 
Look out unmoved, and catch the curse of doubt- 


The followzag is one of the arguments of tlie. 
Author, drawn from the comparison between the. 
human being and other creatures :— 


Now look at man; observe his form, his mind, 

How loftily he rises on the sight ; 

The weli proportioned pillar that adorns 

This animal creation! In his eye 

What intellectual fire! The brute that roams 

In tangled forests, whither he whose roar 

Astounds the wild community ; or he 

Whose sudden spring is fatal, or the prone: 

But monstrous reptile, in whose eye is set 

The fascination of the grave. The brute, 

Wherever sought, in Afric’s burning sands, 

In glittering India, or beside the Nile, 

Though on his glaring balls of vision night 

Can shed no darkness, never darts a ray 

Of thoughtful grandeur. ’Tis in man alone 

That organ of the soul shines out sublime, 

For there does wisdom speak ; assembled therr- 

Affection, passion, pure delight, and love, 

And meditation mild, and ardour brave, 

And pity’s humid look, and rapture strong 

And steadfast gaze, which takes in Heaven to 
heart, 

Proclaim superier elevated man. 

Even the proud bird,whose daring glance assaults 

The sun’s meridian shoots a beam abroad, 

Though brilliant, uninform’d, and leaves to 
man, 

Though on the fiery light he durst not look, 

The sovereignty of grand expression. 





From the Christian Magazine. 


Christ had_his sorrows—when he shed 
His tears, O Palestine! for thee— 

When all but weeping females fled, 
In his dark hour of agony. 


Christ had his sorrows, so must thou, 
If thou wilt tread the path he trod— 

O then, like him, submissive bow, 
And love the sovereignty of God! 


Christ had his joys—but they were not 
The joys the son of pleasure boasts—~ 

Oh no! ’twas when his spirit sought 
Thy will, thy glory, God of hosts! 


Christ had his joys—and so hath he 

Who feels his Spirit in his heart; 
Who yields, O God! his all to thee, 

And loves thy name for what thou art? 


Christ had his friends—his eye could trace, 
In the long train of coming yenrs, 

The chosen:children of his grace, 
The full reward of all bis tears. 


These are his friends—and these are thine, 
If thou to him hast bowed the knee ; 

And where these ransom’d millions shin¢ 
Shall thy eternal mansion be. 





